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From the Editor’s Desk 


Cee always tend to attract attention when they are benched 
at orchid meetings and at shows, where they invariably win prizes 
or popular vote awards. People are fascinated when they see the male 
flowers ‘spit’ pollen then the ‘trigger’ is touched. What’s this some of 
you may be asking... ‘male’ flowers? Yes, in catasetums the plants 
have the potential, at different times, to produce either male or female 
flowers. And it comes as no surprise that the males are more impres- 
sive! In this issue Eric McLeod from Queensland shares with us some 
of these fine orchids he is growing with some timely advise on their 
culture. 

Dieter Weise, one of Australia’s finest species orchid growers, gives 
us some tips on growing the genus Trichopilia. This is a group of South 
American orchids that are seldom seen in cultivation, even though 
their numbers are certainly on the increase. 

Ros Capell provides us with the judging results from the 2002 Ira 
Butler Trophy Awards, which are regarded as the highest honour in 
Australian native orchids and their hybrids. 

Ted Boon tells us about a classy Phalaenopsis hybrid that recently 
received a First Class Certificate in North Queensland. Ted does a lot 
to promote orchids and judging in the Townsville area and we wel- 
come his contribution. 

I have also contributed a couple of pieces on the genera Cuitlauzina 
and Rhyncholaelia — believe me, they are a lot easier to grow than spell 
or pronounce! Plus a cultural article on growing orchids in various 
types of pots. 

Volume 1 of Orchids of Australia by noted botanical artist John 
Riley and myself was launched by world-renowned botanist and 
author, David Jones at Florilegium Books on Sunday 24th November 
2002. Well over one hundred people, many from the orchid fraternity, 
attended this social event, with many old acquaintances renewed. It 
was a great opportunity to also see the many fine texts that Gil Teague 
has on offer at his Glebe bookshop. The book is published by 
University of New South Wales Press, and features 150 colour illus- 
trations showcasing a range of Australian terrestrial and epiphytic 
species, with descriptive text. A limited edition of only 400 copies has 
just been released, at $385 — per copy. This is signed by the authors, 
presented in a slipcase with an engraved brass plate, and also features 
an additional two illustrations, with one of these designed for framing. 
This will no doubt become collector’s items in the future. 

Last issue I spoke about the drought that is affecting most of 
Australia. Unfortunately there is still no relief and the long-range 
weather forecasts indicate it may not be until late March or April 
before good rains come. As I am writing this, the outskirts of Canberra, 
our nations capital, have just been scorched by the worst single day 
event in Australia’s bushfire history, with over 500 homes destroyed. 
I know of at least two orchid growers who have been impacted by this 
terrible event 

, David P. Banks 
Editor, Australian Orchid Review 
dpbanks @ozemail.com.au 
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-Catasetum pileatum forma aureum 


Text and photos by Eric McLeod - 


Dormant Catasetum pseudobulb 


nteresting, Unusual, Bizarre, Fascinating And Beautiful. All 
words which could be applied to this astonishing genus of 
orchids. Numbering approximately one hundred and ten 
species, Catasetums are found throughout Central America with 


Developing Catasetum shoot 


Catasetum pseudobulb shooting 


some seventy species alone found in Brazil. Most species are epi- 
phytes with large fleshy pseudobulbs. They are found from sea 
level to an altitude of about 1500 metres. Catasetums are decidu- 
ous. Leaves produced during one growing season are usually lost 


Catasetum pileatum forma album 
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Catasetum expansum — male flower Catasetum expansum — female flower 


by the beginning of the next. The actual timing of this leaf fall and often on the trunks of palms. Those species from the higher 
consequently, the duration of the plants leafless state, largely mountains however, usually grow in shady forests. Those species 
depends on the growing conditions and the health of the plant. originating in the Amazon region have nearly a year-round- 
The bulk of the species grow in very bright light in sparse forests, growth cycle, whereas the species from areas that have a dis- 


Catasetum imperiale Catasetum expansum 
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Catasetum fimbriatum 


tinctly seasonal climate have definite dormant and active growth 
phases. 

Catasetums, depending on external elements and plant condi- 
tion, bear separate male and female flowers and each flower type 


Catasetum (Orchidglade x Bound For Glory) 
; I “ae 


Catasetum saccatum 


is very different. In each case organs of one sex are functional 
while those of the other are not. Whilst the male flowers of cata- 
setums vary in size, form and colouration from species to species, 
the female flowers are remarkably similar. The flowers of 


Catasetum (Orchidglade x Bound For Glory) 


Catasetums are short-lived; some may be open only a few days, 
others up to two weeks. In general soon after a pseudobulb swells 
and matures the first flower inflorescence appears. However this 
is not always the case, as some will initiate a flower spike from a 


Catasetum Orchidglade ‘Jack of Diamonds’ 


new growth soon after it appears, while others flower after the 
bulb has matured and dropped its leaves. 
Catasetums are generally easy to grow in pots, in mixes of bark 


and charcoal or sphagnum moss. They require very bright light 


Catasetum Susan Fuchs 


: capt ROAM SCORE 
ae af 
or % 


Catasetum Susan Fuchs 


and abundant air movement. Growth begins in late spring and 
early summer, with the pseudobulbs maturing over summer and 
flowering in autumn and winter. Water carefully and provide 
good air movement when the new shoot is developing to prevent 


Catasetum Orchidglade ‘Davie Ranches’ 


rotting. As the shoot develops and root activity increases, provide 
plenty of water and fertiliser. Water very sparingly after pseudob- 
ulbs shed leaves in late autumn and winter (you can dry the pot 
right out) and repot when a new shoot appears. Pests such as red 


Catasetum Susan Fuchs ‘Vi’s Choice’ 


spider mites, scale and mealy bug plus disease problems such as 
bulb rot and damp off can affect these soft fleshy plants. 
Catasetums can be grown under shadecloth or glass with equally 
good results, as long as the winter temperature doesn’t drop 
below 12°C. 


Catasetum Susan Fuchs ‘Burgundy Chip’ 
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For more information, particularly about the species, consult 
“The World of Catasetums” by Arthur Holst. @ 


Catasetum Susan Fuchs 


Eric McLeod 
8 Spitfire Ave, 
Strathpine QLD 4500 


How I Grow 
Trichopilia Species 


Text and photos by Dieter Weise 


f Ree ee is a genus of about thirty Many of these species are easy to grow recognised by their flattened, single- 
species that are found from Mexico and are free-flowering, and will fitintoa leaved pseudo-bulbs and neat plant 
to Bolivia and Brazil, where they grow at mixed collection of orchids with few habit; the majority produce their flowers 
altitudes between 500 m and 2000 m. problems. Most trichopilias are easily in spring. The large, highly fragrant 


Trichopilia suavis The plants should not be watered for several weeks after the flowers begin to open. 


12 The Australian Orchid Review, February/March 2003 


The flowers of Trichopilia marginata (syn. T. coccinea) are characterised by the deep red centre to the labellum. 


flowers are characterised by a dominant 
tubular or trumpet-shaped labellum. 
I grow five species, namely, 


Trichopilia fragrans, T. marginata (syn. 


T. coccinea), T. tortilis, T. suavis and T. 
hennisiana. Their flowers last in good 


condition for about two weeks, but are 
then prone to fungal spotting, especially 
at high humidity levels. They are grown 
in a greenhouse with a fibreglass roof 
and Corflute® walls. During the colder 
months the temperature is maintained at 


a minimum of 8°C. Trichopilias are 
shade-lovers — yellowing of their leaves 
will occur if light levels are too high. 
They have a fine root system and benefit 
from division and re-potting every two 
years; divisions re-establish rapidly if 


The flowers of Trichopilia tortilis are especially prone to fungal spotting. Photo: Brian Milligan. 
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they consist of at least three or four 
pseudo-bulbs. I use squat pots and 
medium-grade (5-10 mm) pine bark as 
the potting mix. When in active growth 
trichopilias should be kept moist and 
fed occasionally with weak liquid fer- 
tilisers. During and after flowering I 
withhold water for several weeks until 
new growth and root activity begins. 
Josef | Warszewicz discovered 
Trichopilia suavis in Costa Rica in 1848 
but it also occurs as far south as 
Colombia. Its pseudo-bulbs can carry 
multiple racemes bearing two to five 
large fragrant flowers that measure up 
to 100 mm across. The slightly translu- 
cent, creamy white flowers have pale 
rose spots, while the labellum is heavily 
patterned with rose-red spots. 
Warszewicz discovered Trichopilia 
marginata (syn. T: coccinea) in Panama 
the following year, although it also is 


| 


Trichopilia fragrans has small but delightfully perfumed flowers. found further south in Colombia. Its 
racemes carry between one and three 


large, highly perfumed flowers, mea- 
suring up to 120 mm across. The petals 
and sepals are dark red with paler mar- 
gins, while the labellum is also dark red 
with white outer margins. 

Trichopilia tortilis, my _ special 
favourite, grows in Mexico at an alti- 
tude of 1500 m; John Lindley described 
it in 1836. I have found that T: tortilis 
needs to be given less moisture than 
other trichopilias, in order to lessen the 
chance of its new growths rotting. Each 
raceme bears one or two large, showy, 
fragrant flowers, measuring up to 140 
mm across. Its narrow, brownish petals 
and sepals are beautifully twisted like a 
corkscrew, a characteristic that gives 
rise to the species epithet tortilis. The 
large white, tubular labellum has brown 
spots inside its yellow throat. 

Trichopilia fragrans, first described 
by Lindley in 1844, is widely distrib- 
uted from the West Indies to Colombia 
and Bolivia. I have found this species in 
several locations during visits to Peru 
and Ecuador. It usually seeks shady 
locations in its natural haunts, where its 
leaves are a lush, dark green colour. 
Each raceme carries two to four fra- 
grant flowers measuring about 60 mm 
across. Their petals and sepals are pale 
green, while the labellum is a crys- 
talline snow white with a bright golden 
yellow throat. 

Trichopilia hennisiana is found in 
Colombia, Ecuador and Peru. Its flow- 
ers resemble those of Trichopilia fra- 
grans but are larger (up to 80 mm 
across) and have a broader labellum. 


Trichopilia tortilis Take care not to wet the flowers or to expose them to high humidity. Photo: 
Brian Milligan. 
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Bulbophyllum 


echinolabium — 
King of the bulbophyliums 


ib every genus of orchids there is usually 
one or two species that really stand out. 
Maybe it is because of their size, their 
colour, perfume or some other outstanding 
attribute. For many years this author has 
been studying and collecting Bulbo- 
phyllum species. The reason for this is 
because the members of this genus, and its 
allies, have some of the most bizarre, 
strangely coloured and weirdly shaped 
flowers known in any orchid genus. 
Many years ago, when the late Andreé 
Millar was still with us, I went to visit her 
for lunch one Saturday. She was a gracious 
host and after our meal I was asked if I 
would like to look at her library of orchid 


Text and photos by Jim Cootes 


books. Not only was Andreé gracious, she 
was also very generous and gave me a cou- 
ple of books she said she no longer used. 
One of these books was written in 
Indonesian, which I can’t read, but there 
were many good line drawings and beauti- 
ful coloured plates. One of the pictures 
was of Bulbophyllum echinolabium. At 
that time (about 20 years ago) I doubt that 
anyone had this species in cultivation, but 
Iimmediately put it on my “must have” list 
(never really thinking I would ever obtain 
this orchid gem). 

About six years ago I received an orchid 
list from Bob Friend and one of the plants 
on it was Bulbophyllum echinolabium| I 
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immediately called Bob, but all the plants 
of Bulbophyllum echinolabium had sold 
immediately. “So near yet so far.” 
Ironically these plants have subsequently 
bloomed out in other collections to be 
three distinctive, but most attractive 
species, including B. papulosum, B. 
sulawesii and an undescribed taxon. 

Then one day (about 1997) whilst look- 
ing over the collection at Royale Orchids, 
at Peat’s Ridge, there were several plants 
of the long sought after Bulbophyllum 
echinolabium. A plant was immediately 
purchased and brought home. 

Within a couple of months I had moved 
to the Philippines (to complete the research 
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for my book Orchids of the Philippines) 
and the decision was made to dispose of my 


orchid collection. My plant of 
Bulbophyllum echinolabium was given to 
that fine grower of native orchids, Michael 
Harrison, who was just beginning to 
become interested in the genus 
Bulbophyllum. Michael is a good grower 
and the plant still prospers in his collection. 

Upon my return to Australia from the 
Philippines, in the year 2000, after some 
inner debate I decided to start an orchid 
collection again. One of the first plants I 
wanted to get was Bulbophyllum echino- 
labium. I delayed getting this species again 
because I was not working at the time and 
this plant carried a very hefty price tag, 
which was way beyond my means at that 
time. 

By June 2000 I was back in full time 
employment so a trip to Royale Orchids 
was soon arranged and plants of 
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Bulbophyllum echinolabium were soon 
purchased. They have been happily grow- 
ing in my glasshouse since that time and 
one of the plants has finally done the right 
thing and flowered for me. 

The flowers are, without a doubt, 
amongst the biggest blooms in any orchid 
genera. The plants also are quite large, 
with pseudobulbs as big as a chicken’s egg 
and the single leaf is up to 40 cm long by 
10 cm in width. The inflorescence reaches 
a length of 60 cm and can bear a number of 
flowers over a lengthy period of time. The 
blooms are 33 cm long by 10 cm wide! 
Surely these are the biggest flowers of any 
member of the genus Bulbophyllum! 

Bulbophyllum echinolabium is a native 
of the island of Sulawesi (formerly the 
Celebes), where it grows as an epiphyte at 
elevations of about 400 metres. It is of lim- 
ited distribution in Sulawesi and its exis- 
tence in the wild could be endangered 
because of over-collection. Fortunately the 
plant is now in flask and will be readily 
available to the wider orchid growing pub- 
lic, at a much cheaper price, in the near 
future. 

Johannes J. Smith named this plant in 
1934 in Fedde, Repertorium Specierum 
Novarum, Beihefte. The specific epithet 
refers to the surface of the labellum, which 
resembles the spines of an echidna or 
spiny anteater. 

There is only one major fault with this 
wonderful species; the scent, it is best 
referred to as being very unpleasant. The 
other minor fault is with us growers who 
live in more temperate climates, the heat- 
ing bill in winter. 

Being a species from comparatively low 
elevations the winter minimum should be 
about 18°Celsius, but the plant will still 
grow satisfactorily at 14°Celsius if kept a 
little drier over the cooler months. 

My plants are happily growing in pots 
of sphagnum moss, with about 40% 
chipped polystyrene foam evenly mixed 
through, which allows a little air to the 
roots. They have about 70% shade, high 
humidity and constant air movement. 

This is a plant I would highly recom- 
mend to any grower in northern Australia 
because it should grow very easily in the 
much warmer temperatures. As stated pre- 
viously it is an expensive plant if you can 
find one, but should become cheaper 
because it is now in flask. Highly recom- 
mended to any grower of unusual and 
spectacular species orchids in the southern 
states of Australia, providing you can pro- 
vide supplementary heating during winter. 


References: 
* Latif S.M. 1960. Bunga Anggerik 
Permata Belantara Indonesia — 


Penerbitan “Sumur Bandung” 

* Siegerist E.S. 2001. Bulbophyllums 
and Their Allies — A Grower’s Guide — 
Timber Press, Portland, Oregon | 
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Dendrobium Warragul ‘Magenta’ 


Ira Butler Trophies 


THE WINNER OF THE 
GOLD IRA BUTLER 
TROPHY — 2002 


For the Champion Australian Native 
Orchid Hybrid of the Year is 


Dendrobium Warragul ‘Magenta’ 
HCC-AD/OSCOV 2002 


for 2002 


by Roslyn Capell 


his fine orchid, owned by Philip 

| Grech, was Champion Australian 
Native Orchid Hybrid at the West 
Gippsland Orchid Club Show, and also 
received a Highly Commenced Certificate 
and an Award of Distinction from OSCOV. 
The sepals and petals have a pure white 
base, with the tips of the petals and mar- 
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gins of the sepals magenta and the label- 
lum a solid magenta with a fine yellow 
keel. Philip Grech recently registered the 
grex. It is D. Tie-Dye x D. Rutherford 
Sunspot, and was hybridised by Down 
Under Native Orchids. 

Of the 24 nominations this year, 7 were 
from ANOS groups, 1 from NOSSA, 15 


17 


Dendrobium lvory ‘Gold’ 


from State or AOC or OSCOV Affiliated 
Societies, and 1 from the Tinonee Open 
Day and Show. Nominated plants had also 
received a total of 4 quality awards during 
the year and one Award of Distinction. 
Again the overwhelming majority of 
entries were dendrobiums. No terrestrials 
were nominated. 

The following ten “runners up” will 
receive Silver Ira Butler Trophies: 

Dendrobium Avril’s Gold ‘Brandon’ 
AM/AOC-VOC 2002 — Michael Drobski 
(hybridist: Ray Hill) 

Dendrobium Graeme Banks ‘Greta’ — 
Don Cruickshanks (hybridist: John Purvis) 

Dendrobium Graham Hewitt ‘Dee Pee’ 
— David & Pat Harmer (hybridist: Neville 
Roper) 

Dendrobium Hewitt Glow ‘Cobina’ 
HCC/AOC-VOC 2002 — Joseph W. 


Dendrobium Hewitt Glow ‘Cobina’ 


Crawford 
Dendrobium Ivory ‘Buttercup’ — Down 
Under Native Orchids (hybridist: DUNO) 
Dendrobium Kayla ‘Longlast’ — Colin 
Brandon (hybridist: Colin Brandon) 
Dendrobium Tie-Dye ‘Magic Moment’ 
— Norm & Kay Mitchell (hybridist: N. 


Finch) 
Dendrobium Vivkay ‘Jessie’ 
HCC/AOC-NSW 2002 -— Don 


Cruickshanks (hybridist: N. Finch) 
Sarcochilus First Light - Rob Lewry 

(hybridist: N. Finch) 
Sarcochilus Fitzhart ‘Jack’ 

Sherwood (hybridist: N. Finch) 


— Albie 


The following will receive Ira Butler 
Certificates: 


Dendrobium Anne’s Rainbow Surprise 
‘Tim’ — Shirley Bedingfield 


Dendrobium Avril’s Gold — Reg & Gill 
Shooter 

Dendrobium Barry Simpson — Laurie 
Mountford 

Dendrobium Berserker ‘Lee’ — Helen & 
Greg McCourt 

Dendrobium Golden Nugget ‘Elsie’ — 
Norm & Kay Mitchell 

Dendrobium Hilda Poxon — John & Bev 
Gay 

Dendrobium Ivory 
Under Native Orchids 

Dendrobium Karsun ‘Kylie’ — Henk van 
den Berg 

Dendrobium Kayla —1. & J. Morschel 

Dendrobium Quell — Eric Bailey 

Dendrobium Rachelle Simpson — 
Harald Gepperd 

Dendrobium Stunning — G. & M. 
Hazeldine 

Dendrobium Sunstar- Rito Silverstr 


‘Gold’- Down 


THE WINNER OF THE 
BILL MURDOCH 
TROPHY — 2002 


For the Champion Australian Native 
Orchid Species of the Year is 
Cymbidium canaliculatum ‘Clem Scott? 

This splendid exhibit, owned by John 
and Irena Lojszczyk, was Champion 
Australian Native Species at the ANOS 
Newcastle Group Late Spring Show. It 
was a fine display of 18 inflorescences 
with 50 maroon flowers per inflorescence 
on a very well grown plant. 

There were 27 nominations this year, of 
which 8 were known to be line bred, and 
nominated plants had also received a total 
of two quality awards and one AD. 
Thirteen nominations were from ANOS 
groups, | from NOSSA, 12 from State or 
AOC or OSCOY Affiliated Societies, and 
one plant eligible by reason of having 
received an AM. There was a wide range 
of genera represented, although once again 
more dendrobiums than any other genus. 


The following will receive Bill 
Murdoch Certificates: 

Chiloglottis formicifera — 
Capell 

Corybas diemenicus — Nesbitt’s Orchids 

Cymbidium suave ‘Moruya’ — Jim & 
Helga Stott 

Dendrobium aemulum —F. & H. Vernon 

Dendrobium affine ‘Graham’ 
HCC/AOC-QOS 2002 - Graham 
Markcrow 

Dendrobium bigibbum var. compactum 
— A. Lavis 

Dendrobium bigibbum ‘No. 
Richard Pettigrew 

Dendrobium canaliculatum — Vivian 
John Barrett 

Dendrobium kingianum ‘Cosmos’ — 
Norrn & Kay Mitchell 

Dendrobium _ kingianum 


Roslyn 


Il’? - 


‘Debra’ 
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Cymbidium canaliculatum ‘Clem Scott’ 


AD/AOC-VOC 2002 — Ron & Pauline 
Coppin 

Dendrobium monophyllum — Gerry 
Walsh 

Dendrobium speciosum var. grandiflo- 
rum (‘Mt Larcom Gold’ x ‘Kroombit 
Gold’) — L. & B. Dobson 

Dendrobium speciosum vat. speciosum 
‘Lorraine’ (‘Windermere’ x self) —L. & B. 
Dobson 

Dendrobium speciosum vat. speciosum 
‘Hamersley’ (‘Neville’ x ‘Windermere’ ) — 


Cymbidium canaliculatum ‘Clem Scott’ 


R. & M. Jess 
Dendrobium 
Mike Fish 
Dendrobium speciosum — Phil Barrett 
Dendrobium tetragonum var. 
tetragonum — Judy Penney 
Dockrillia fairfaxii — B. Britton 
Dockrillia nugentii ‘Jeffrey’ AM/AOC- 
NSW 2002; AM/ANOS 1998 — FE. Fear 
Dockrillia wassellii — Noel Oliver 
Pterostylis baptistii —Ron & Rose Boyd 
Pterostylis obtusa — Don & Jane Higgs 


speciosum ‘William’ - 


.. 


Cymbidium canaliculatum ‘Clem Scott’ 
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Pterostylis procera — Nesbitt’s Orchids 
Pterostylis russellii — Phillip Bunney 
Sarcochilus hartmannii ‘Christine’ — 
Mike Fish 
Sarcochilus hartmannii (‘Dungog’ x 
‘Red Snow’) x (‘Red Heart’ x ‘DB’) — Phil 
Barrett 
Congratulations to all this year’s 
entrants, and good growing in 2003. 
Roslyn Capell 
Hon. Secretary, I.B.T.C. 
P.O. Box 899, Willoughby, NSW, 2068 


Wide range of colours in this group of quality Phalaenopsis hybrids 


_ First Class Certificate 
awarded in Townsville 


Text and photos by Ted Boon 


Warren Sewell amongst part of his impressive collection 
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his is a monotypic genus from 
Mexico. The term “monotypic’ 
implies that there is only one species 
in the genus. It is best grown in a pot or bas- 
ket on account of its pendulous flowering 
habit, which appears in late spring to early 
summer. The flower spikes often emerge 


Cuitlauzina pendula - mature plant in bloom, plant and photo D.P. Banks 


when the new growth is barely 30mm long, 
and is very brittle at this stage. It needs a 
cooler dry rest in winter, when it should be 
watered just enough to keep the pseudob- 
ulbs from shrivelling. The blooms are sus- 
ceptible to Botrytis fungal attack, if left in a 
humid area without plenty of air circulation. 


Titmuss 


Cuitlauzina pendula - inflorescences, plant J. Jannese, 


This epiphytic species prefers intermedi- 
ate conditions. Our selection of plants of 
this species grow under fibreglass, hung 
above masdevallias, in light that would be 
equivalent to 70% shadecloth. Plants have 
withstood brief periods at the frost level in 
winter to the extremes of summer, where 


photo David 


Banks 


they have been exposed to days reaching 
46°C. They don’t enjoy those conditions 
and it is important that the greenhouse 
floors are kept damp, so to keep the humid- 
ity levels up. Failure to do this will cause the 
oppressive heat to literally drain the mois- 
ture out of the plant. 


Cuitlauzina pendula - flowers, plant J. Deane, photo David 
Titmuss 


Cuitlauzina pendula was previously well 
known as Odontoglossum pendulum or O. 
citrosmum. It produces pendent sprays 
(which rarely branch) with the immature 
new growth, which can have up to twenty 
waxy, long-lived blooms that have a faint 
lemon scent. The 70mm flowers have white 


to pink petals and sepals with a darker pink 
to purple labellum. It is a beautiful species 
that never fails to impress when seen in full 
bloom. 
David P. Banks 

Seven Hills, NSW 

dpbanks @ozemail.com.au 


Cuitlauzina pendula - flowers, plant D. Weise, photo D.P. Banks 
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Vw Nhis is a genus from Central 
America, of two spring-flower- 

HL. ing species, that were once 
included under Brassavola. In fact, 
many of the registered, intergeneric 
hybrids listed as involving Brassavola, 
invariably have Rhyncholaelia dig- 
byana, previously known as Brassavola 
digbyana, as one of the parents. These 
durable plants have a growth habit, very 
similar to the unifoliate cattleyas. The 


By David P. Banks 


foliage has a bluish green appearance. 
These highly, and sweetly, fragrant (par- 
ticularly of an evening), single-flowered 
species enjoy the same conditions to 
cattleyas. 

Rhyncholaelia digbyana is the 
national flower of Honduras. It has stun- 
ning, very large, up to 150mm, green 
flowers; labellum is lighter green and 
white, and is deeply fimbriated. It 
prefers intermediate to warm conditions, 


and grows very well in low humidity. 
Rhyncholaelia glauca is a smaller 
flowered species, common in Mexico, 
with blooms up to 100mm across. It has 
yellowish-green petals and sepals and a 
large, round, white to cream labellum 
that has a small purple blotch at the 
base. | 
David P. Banks 
Seven Hills, NSW 


dpbanks @ozemail.com.au 


Rhyncholaelia digbyana, 
plant and photo 
D.P. Banks 


Rhyncholaelia glauca 
plant D.P. Banks, 
photo David Titmuss 
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A Magnificent Obsession 


LT my heart of hearts I suppose I’ve 
always known that orchids are forever! 
The beauties themselves and the books 
that tempt the obsessed to buy more plants, 
build more glasshouses or bookshelves. 
Usually we succumb to temptation. 

As a hobbyist of the cool-growing 
orchid persuasion for almost 35 years, I 
have over that time moved house twice. 
Quite an undertaking when orchid num- 
bers have exploded into many hundreds! 
Not to mention the other decorative potted 
plants and the hoyas. Collections simply 
HAD to be reduced! 

The Gardener’s Mate re-assembled 
glass- and shadehouses at the residence 
before this present one. For a while I was 
content, although a rotary clothesline as 
the direct focus from a kitchen window 
was decidedly not the best effect. Not only 
did it intrude on the overall garden view, it 
was good space going to waste. After care- 
ful measuring near the GMs birdhouses I’d 
found the ideal spot for a Paraline. Did you 
know that an average size rotary line and a 
Paraline have approximately the same 
amount of clothes-hanging space? 

“Won’t work,” the GM said when I sug- 
gested the rotary removal. Going into bat- 
tle one should be prepared for return fire, 
and I was. 

“Oh, yes,” I replied. “I’ve measured it.” 

“What’ ll you do with that space?” Then 
the pennies dropped. “More orchids, I sup- 
pose.” 

Before long a beautiful new shadehouse 
was constructed, in which a curved rock- 
edged path led through to the glasshouses 
beyond. After it was completed I over- 
heard the GM tell a friend “... and she was 
moving plants in before I even had the 
benches finished!” 

So much lovely space. I can truly under- 
stand what one writer on orchids meant 
when he advised to make a glasshouse 
twice as large as you think you may need 
—and that walls aren’t elastic! 

Then came the time to move to this 
property with its smaller block of land 
which, in my misguided fashion, I thought 
would prevent me from buying any more 
plants. On seeing the large deck/patio area 
I vowed (silently) no more orchid houses. 
My orchids, surely, could be accommo- 
dated on the deck? Before that move, again 
came the dilemma of having to dispose of 
some orchid plants. But which ones? So 


By Joan Burke 


much like one’s children — which could 
you give away without regret? 

Choices were made. I moved house. 
The father of a grandson by marriage was 
my removalist. One and a half loads of fur- 
niture, three and a half loads of plants in 
pots! Can you imagine how I felt when 
Chris later told me I’d been his dad’s last 
‘move’? Guilt dissipated on learning he’d 
been offered an indoor job. I do sometimes 
wonder... 

Of course, the deck proved inadequate 
to house my (reduced) orchid collection, 
and the early summer sun saw me moving 
unprotected plants around in an attempt to 
lessen damage to them. Soon two shade- 
houses had been erected. 

Last year, a friend gave me two large 
pots of ‘mystery’ cymbidiums in spike. 
Although not the right time for dividing 
and repotting I did so. The first division 
bloomed and proved to be one of the 
Cymbidium lowianum varieties. It seems 
that species cymbids have finally been 


O 
‘extreme weather 


BN 


accorded their true worth as the forbears 
from which many beautiful hybrids have 
evolved. To think that these narrow- 
petalled beauties used to be culled from 
collections, often cremated in the garden 
incinerator! 

In November 2002 I’ll celebrated two 
years at my present address. Once again 
my collection has expanded. Cymbidiums 
— mini, intermediate and standard; various 
Australian native Dendrobiums (some of 
which have now been reclassified), and 
various other cold growing genera. 

So far no slipper orchids — but they’ re 
sure to come. Slowly, at considerable 
expense, my collection is again expanding. 

And just yesterday I found myself look- 
ing contemplatively at areas where — 
maybe — another shadehouse could be 
erected. Ah, well, magnificent obsessions 
should be indulged, shouldn’t they? 

Joan Burke 
23 Duncan Drive 
Pakenham Vic 3310 


the ultimate micro climate for your orchids 


cialising in Orchid Houses for over 25 years 


Kit form with written instructions and video 
i ped everywhere ¢ Simplicity ¢ Portability * Modular 
e/lengthened to meet your needs) * No Maintenance 

e Strong ¢ Economical 


ay Parade, Thorneside, Brisbane Qld 4158 


Up? 3207 2793 
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Growing Orchids in Pots 


ost orchids for convenience and 
Nie are grown in pots. All 
terrestrial and most epiphytic orchids are 
grown in pots, which accommodate the 
plants root system whilst also being able to 
retain moisture. They are easily trans- 
ported, displayed, acquired and are rela- 
tively inexpensive. Another bonus is that 
they are reusable after cleaning in a mild 
bleach solution. 

There is a wide range of pots available. 
It is most important that the pots be sturdy 
and have generous drainage holes. Today, 
plastic pots are most frequently used, com- 
ing in a variety of sizes, styles, colours and 
depths. There are now businesses, such as 
The Orchid Pot Company at Port 
Macquarie (who also attend the major 
orchid fairs), that specialise in the produc- 
tion of orchid pots and incorporate a 
durable black plastic that does not deterio- 
rate in sunlight. They have created a range 
of pots designed for specific genera, cou- 
pled with excellent drainage facilities. 

Personally, I detest square pots, I’m sure 
roots don’t enjoy going off at right angles 
all the time (they would much rather go 
round in circles!). I only use black, dark 
bottle green or terracotta coloured plastic 
pots, with a preference for black, which are 
less inclined to deteriorate in sunlight. 
Brightly coloured pots look great for mar- 
keting annuals and other garden plants, but 
look a bit tacky in the orchid collection. 
Many orchid growers in North America use 
clear pots (which are invariably square!) 
with success. This way the root system can 
be monitored without disturbing the plants. 
Care must be taken not to subject the side of 
these pots to direct sunlight, to avoid cook- 
ing the roots. Algae can also become a 
problem on the sides of the pot. 

If it is possible, try to keep plants with 
the same pot size together on the bench. 
No only does it look tidier, but the pots 
should dry out at the same time (if in the 
same mix) so they can safely be watered in 
a block. 

Make sure you keep weeds out of pots 
and the floor of your orchid houses. If left 
to seed, they will go right through your 
collection. Pull them out by hand. A pair of 
tweezers are handy for removing stubborn 
weeds with taproots. Weeds under the 
bench may be carefully sprayed, in still 
conditions, with a herbicide. You are left 
with the decision of squirting the ferns or 
not! Beware of weeds in hanging baskets, 
as these can disperse their seeds quite a 
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By David P. Banks 


distance from above. If you are diligent, it 
is possible to eliminate weeds from the 
orchid collection. 


Terracotta Pots 

Traditional terracotta pots were the nurs- 
ery standard, decades ago, before the 
invention of suitable plastic containers. 
They were deep pots that required “crock- 
ing” (placing broken pieces of terracotta up 
to a third of the height of the pot to assist 
drainage). Today, there would be few 
orchid growers that “crock” their pots. 
Terracotta pots are expensive, heavy and 
invariably have poor drainage holes. These 
often need to be enlarged with a few gentle 
blows with a hammer on the edge of the 
hole. It takes a while (and a few sacrificed 
pots!) to master it. Another disadvantage is 
that many orchids with thick roots (such as 
cattleyas and vandaceous orchids) cling 
tightly to the inside and outside of the pot, 
and the roots are invariably damaged when 
removed. Drying out the plant and its pot- 
ting medium over a few days, so that the 
roots and mix slightly contract, makes the 
job of getting the plant out much easier, 
minimising damage to the root system. 

However, there are still a lot of orchids 
that enjoy life in today’s terracotta pots. It 
must be remembered that orchids in terra- 
cotta pots will dry out much faster than 
their counterparts in plastic containers. 
Some of the squat designs, coupled with 
round drainage holes on the sides of the 
pot have proved popular with most 
medium sized monopodial orchids, many 
of the rock-growing Laelia species and 
“hardcane” dendrobiums. You will find 
the roots will run all over both surfaces of 
the pot and obviously through the drainage 
holes. Many orchids are happy to spend 
their lives undisturbed, simply clambering 
over the container. That is fine, until the 
mix deteriorates. There are two main ways 
I deal with such plants. The first option is 
to hold the pot and tip the plant upside 
down, using your fingers to dislodge any 
stray compost. The second involves using 
a jet of water to wash away the old mater- 
ial, but not too strong as to dislodge or 
damage the roots. New potting medium 
(generally bark) is replaced into the cavity 
that has been left. This is best done whilst 
the plant is in active growth. You will find 
orchids treated this way will respond with 
renewed vigour. 

I have also had success using small 
(50mm) squat terracotta pots for a range of 


higher altitude miniature species, includ- 
ing members of the Pleurothallis family 
and many Dendrobium species from New 
Guinea. The plants are firstly potted in 
Sphagnum moss, then that pot is half- 
buried into a plastic 100 mm pot of the 
same moss. It prevents the small pots dry- 
ing out quickly and ensures even moisture 
content. 


Standard Plastic Pots 

There are still many orchids (many 
being terrestrial or semi-terrestrial) that 
have an extensive or deep root system that 
prefers standard sized pots. The large flow- 
ered or “standard” cymbidiums, plus many 
of the “intermediate” types certainly prefer 
the deeper pots. However most growers 
and nurseries are using the squat style pots 
for “miniature” cymbidiums and some of 
the less vigorous “intermediates”. There 
are other types of orchids that favour the 
deeper pots. Many of the evergreen terres- 
trials including Calanthe _ triplicata, 
Neobenthamia gracilis, Phaius tankervil- 
leae, Sobralia and Thunia enjoy the extra 
room for their roots. Some of the very tall 
growing dendrobiums (such as D. fimbria- 
tum, D. moschatum and D. pulchellum) 
also perform with enhanced vigour. Many 
growers add a handful of large pebbles to 
the bottom of the pots of tall growing 
plants, to boost its weight and stability. 


Squat Plastic Pots 

These are arguably the most popular 
pots used for the cultivation of most 
orchids. Generally they are about two- 
thirds the height of standard pots and their 
diameter exceeds their depth. The advent 
of squat pots has made redundant the old 
practice of “crocking” pots. Most epi- 
phytic and lithophytic orchids run their 
roots along tree branches and rock sur- 
faces. When confined to pots, the initial 
roots often descend at a 45° angle, and 
then are forced deeper into the pot once 
they hit the sides. Some will then leave the 
pot via the drainage holes, whilst most will 
spiral around the inside of the pot. Most of 
the active root growth will, be confined to 
the top 10cm of the potting medium. When 
repotting many cattleyas and “soft-cane” 
dendrobiums, you will notice that the roots 
have spiralled many times, and they will 
be quite long, yet there won’t be much 
active root growth in the centre of the pot. 
This is quite normal, and is a pattern mir- 
rored by many orchid genera. 
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Net Pots 


Net pots are based on the plastic filters 
used in swimming pools. They are sturdy 
plastic “pots” with a fine lattice-like net- 
work of tiny square holes, only a few mil- 
limetres in diameter. I only use them for 
suspended plants, as the small holes also 
provide access to garlic snails and other 
nasties that will crawl between the spaces 
to eat the root tips. The main advantage of 
net pots is that they provide excellent 
drainage and aeration around the root sys- 
tem. They are also useful for many Dracula 
species and hybrids, which send their 
descending _-wire-like _ inflorescences 
through the small holes. The downside 
comes at repotting time. Often the roots 
will meander in and out of the pot, making 
it impossible to complete the task without 
damaging some roots. Yet there are some 
genera that would stay in this type of con- 
tainer forever. The genus Dockrillia has 
members with thick and tough roots, which 
will envelope the pot in a couple of sea- 
sons. These can be left unattended for 
many years, even after the potting media 
has deteriorated! Whilst the orchid starts 
“in” the pot, it will soon cascade over the 
edge, often sending out aerial roots along 
the way. 


Saucers 


Terracotta saucers are still very popular 
for creeping miniature orchids, vigorous 
bulbophyllums, some Pterostylis, whilst 
being ideal for the culture of Pleione 
species and its hybrids. These are orchids 
with a relatively shallow root system, 
which tend to spread just under the surface 
of the potting medium. There are also 
manufacturers who make plastic saucers, 
these invariably have few (or any) 
drainage holes, and these would have to be 
added. a 


David P. Banks 
Seven Hills, NSW 
dpbanks @ozemail.com.au 


Vale: Bert Page 


It is with deep regret that we 
announce the sudden passing of Bert 
Page of St Ives on 2nd October 2002, 
he was 72. Bert, with wife June, were 
judges with the Orchid Society of New 
South Wales and Australian Orchid 
Council and amassed an outstanding 
collection of Masdevallia species and 
hybrids. They regularly spoke at orchid 
society meetings promoting these 
orchids, at a time before masdevallias 
reached the popularity they enjoy now. 
Our sincere sympathies go to wife June 
and the extended family. oa] 

DPB 
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Labels 


By Denis Oliver 


| ee to remember at some stage dur- 
ing the growing up process learning 
that it wasn’t a good idea to put ‘labels’ 
on people. It soon became clear to me, 
however, that this precept didn’t apply 
to orchids. I learnt that the label is all — 
each plant must be marked with a label 
clearly indicating its name. Now, on 
pondering the labelling of orchids a lit- 
tle more I was forced to label the behav- 
iour of some growers with respect to 
their labels just a little hard to fathom. 
In fact a brief study of our labelling 
habits and philosophies is quite inter- 
esting. 

Labels are meant to convey informa- 
tion. Why then are some labels written 
in a scrawl that could only be described 
as a language for one? Why do growers 
clearly write the information on the 
label and then carefully place it with the 
written side inwards, making it quite 
inaccessible to casual inspection? The 
interested observer then has to remove 
the label to read it, during which 
process the thing usually succumbs to 
the ravages of past UV radiation and 
crumbles into several pieces. Failing 
this the intrepid observer bends the 
head at an unnatural angle in order to 
read the label, only to be poked in the 
eye by an adjacent cymbidium leaf or, 
more aggravatingly, to have his glasses 
fall off as the head assumes an upside- 
down orientation. 

Many orchid nurseries place their 
nursery name and information on one 
side of the label and then place the label 
in the pot with this information facing 
outwards and the name of the orchid on 
the inside. This makes sense from their 
point of view but once the plant arrives 
in its new home surely it makes more 
sense to have the plant name where you 
can actually read it? 

I’ve often wondered if some growers 
have developed such an affinity with 
their plants that they know them all by 
their first names and the labels have 
actually become irrelevant to the rela- 
tionship. With great humility I picture 
this intellectual giant striding through 
his or her growing area greeting the 
plants by name, “Hello, Narella Baby” 
or perhaps a more respectful “Hi, Dr. 
Hawkinson”, and throwing in a few 
conversational pearls, “That’s a nice 
spike” or a more critical “What an 
untidy growth habit you have”. 


In an even more impressive depar- 
ture from reason most orchids are 
afflicted with narrow labels so that the 
writing must be placed vertically. This 
of course poses the question, “Should 
the writing go up or down the label?’ 
For heaven’s sake, forget about up or 
down, what’s wrong with having a T- 
profile label with the stem of the T in 
the potting mix and the writing in a hor- 
izontal orientation across the T. Most of 
us do read in the horizontal, don’t we? 

Consider the case of a garden pest. It’s 
just had a great feed and thinks, “Id like 
some more of this one”. It turns around, 
looks at the inward facing label and off it 
goes to find more of the same. Now, con- 
sider the case of the outward facing 
label. Our well-fed friend trundles 
unsteadily to the edge of the pot, leans 
out to read the name on the label, over- 
balances and falls to his death on the sco- 
ria below — a much more satisfactory 
outcome for the grower. Have looks on 
the ground below pots with outwardly 
facing labels and see what I mean! 

I remember one orchid nursery 
owner from many years ago. He under- 
stood the little studied subject of label 
psychology. Many plants in the nursery 
had written on the labels “keep” or the 
more cryptic “NFS” (not for sale). 
Often I would buy a few plants and, 
arriving home, would discover the 
aforementioned encryptions. What 
glee, tinged with a spice of guilt. I had 
scored a minor coup and he had unwit- 
tingly sold me one of the prize orchids 
in his collection. Only slowly did the 
truth dawn on me.... 

Many growers have devised other 
uses for their labels. Spare space can be 
used to record information such as 
when the plant last flowered or when it 
was last repotted. Others use the label to 
ensure the orientation of the plant 
remains the same, i.e. all the plants 
could have their labels facing north. 
Whenever the plants were moved for 
any reason, this would ensure that they 
were returned facing the same direction 
— important when we are encouraging 
spikes to grow more uniformly. 

Now, I urge you all to give more 
thought to your labels and labelling. 
Failure to do so may see you labelled a 
labelling pest. | 

Denis Oliver 
Ringwood, Victoria 
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The Gosford & District Orchid Society Inc 


Proudly Presents 


The Gosford Orchid Spectacular 


July 26 & 27 2003 - Saturday & Sunday 9am to 4pm 


The Orchid Spectacular features the finest display of 
orchids and orchid vendors together in one location. 


Featuring this year an Orchid Artistry Section 
% Photography — Needle Work — Artwork 


And 


The Gosford Orchidfest 


October 18 &19 2003 - Saturday & Sunday 9am to 4pm 
A new event on the orchid calendar. 
Featuring extensive classes for Australian Native Dendrobiums 
and Sarcochilus as well as the Spring blooming exotics. 


Not to be missed 


Ample Free Parking-Refreshments 
Both events are sponsored by the Gosford Race Club and will be held 
in the Riverdale Room at the magnificent Gosford Race Course 

Racecourse Road Gosford N.S.W. 


Judges will be appointed by The Orchid Society of N.S.W. 


For more information, displays or vendors 
Contact the Gosford & District Orchid Society 
(02) 43 681585 (02) 43 751199 
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Orchid 
Workshop for 
Stawell, Victoria 


he Stawell Orchid Society Inc. will 

hold an orchid workshop in the 
Stawell Entertainment Centre, Main 
Street, Stawell on Saturday 12th April 
2003, from 10am till 4pm. 

A charge of $5 a head will cover cost of 
workshop. A light luncheon will be avail- 
able. Speakers are Mr Ray Clement from 
Tinonee Orchids and Mr David Banks 
from Hills District Orchids in New South 
Wales. Ray is well known for his love of 
Australian native orchids and he has now 
extended his nursery to include many 
other genera. David is a well-known 
orchid personality who lectures on a wide 
range of orchidaceous topics at meetings 
and conferences around Australia and 
around the world. Both Ray and David will 
have orchids and other collectable plants 
for sale, including Nepenthes pitcher 
plants and some selected Clivia seedlings. 

Program for the day is:- 

10am. to 12 noon Speaker 

Noon to [pm Lunch 

lpm to 3pm Speaker 

3pm to 4pm An open forum on any 
genus of orchids you may wish to ask 
about. 

Where else would you be able to 
listen to anyone with the knowledge Ray 
and David on the same day at the 
same place? The Stawell Orchid Society 
Inc. invites you all to attend this great 
day. To enable us to cater for you, book- 
ings will be necessary, please phone or 
write to the Secretary, Stawell Orchid 
Society Inc., 24 Houston Street, Stawell. 
3380 Phone 03 5358 1524 by March 
14th 2003. or ‘email Ron Coppin at 
roncop@netconnect.com.au. | 

Ron Coppin 


Vale: John Purvis 


Australia lost another fine gentleman 
and orchidist with the passing of John 
Purvis of Jesmond, Newcastle after a 
short illness on 2nd October 2002, John 
was 68. John was a judge for many 
years with the Orchid Society of New 
South Wales and the Australian Orchid 
Council and was a fine grower and 
breeder of Cattleya’s and Australian 
Native Dendrobium hybrids. He did a 
lot to promote orchids within the 
Newcastle community. In line with 
Johns wishes his orchid collection was 
distributed between a number of his 
orchid growing friends and family. Our 
deepest sympathies go to wife Ruth and 
the extended family. a 
DPB 
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peravars 


AOR 035 


2 
Proprietors lan & Michele Lonne 


Compact Dendrobium Antelope Hybrids 
We'll send you, good plants 
12 different 3” pot size plants, our choice 
of D. canaliculatum and carronii hybrids 
some near to their first flowering. 


12 Plants, for only $110.00 


sent Express Post Free 


Phone: (07) 4054 1746 Fax: (07) 4033 1746 


PO. Box 404E, Earlville, 4870, AUSTRALIA 
Nursery at 15 Hoad Street, Cairns 


email address: 
orchids@Ilonnes.com.au 


SHADE CLOTH 


DISCOUNT PRICES 
Queensland’s largest range of shadecloth 
30mm 
perm per 50m roll 
GREEN $5.25 . $24: 
GREEN, BLACK $4.50 
GREEN, BLACK $4.95 
GREEN, BLACK $6.00 
per 30m roll 
ALSO AVAILABLE 90% (v/heavy) GREEN $7.15 $205 $14.30 
Polyshade is a waterproof shade cloth. It is available in only one width 1830mm (6’) and offers 50% shade with a 99% UV block-out. Green or Biscuit $8.25 
per m, $368.50 per 50m roll. Solarweave is a waterproof hot house fabric. 2050mm width. $4.40 per m. $181.50 per 50m roll. (We can have the Polyshade 
or Solarweave electronically welded to whatever size you require.) Weed control mat is the safe solution to your weed problem. We stock 915mm (3’) and 
1830mm (6’) wide. 915mm $1.20 per m, $48.00 per 50m roll,1830mm $2.10 per m, $87.90 per 50m roll. Larger widths are available (by roll lengths only). 
ALL PRICES INCUDE G.S.T. 


NEWMARKET HARDWARE 


176 Enoggera Rd, Newmarket, Q. 4051 Ph (07) 3356 0162 Country Oe Welcome. 
ALL CREDIT eS WELCOM 


FIOVAFOSE ray ttd att 


Hee Toowoomba 
www.florafest.com.au Phone 04 1219 2362 
eMail: barry@florafest.com.au 


ABN 54050 380 172 
ACN 010 469 306 


Fax 07 4630 1102 
New Year Florafest Special Offers 


Aussie Dens ... Offer AD80: ... (Catalogue value $9 to $11 each Now discounted to $3.50 each) 
An assorted collection of 20 Quality Aussie Flowering Size Dendrobiums (all named & labelled) in 
80mm Pots $70 plus $15 freight & packing 
Aussie Sarcos ... Offer AS80: ... (Catalogue value $10 to $12 each Now discounted to $4 each) 
An assorted collection of 20 Quality Aussie Flowering Size Sarcochilus (all named & labelled) in 80mm 
Pots $80 plus $15 freight & packing 
Cymbids ... Offer CY100: ...(Catalogue value $12 to $15 each Now discounted to $6 each) 
An assorted collection of 15 Quality near flowering size Cymbidiums (all named & labeled) 
ex 120mm Pots $90 plus $15 freight & packing 
Paphs ... Offer PA80: ... (Catalogue value $11 to $15 each Now discounted to $7 each) 
An assorted collection of 15 Quality flowering size to near flowering size Paphiopedilums 
(all named & labelled) in 80mm Pots $105 plus $15 freight & packing 
Zygos ... Offer ZY80: ... (Catalogue value $9 to $13 each Now discounted to $6 each) 
Anassorted collection of 10 Quality Zygopetalum & 5 Promineas 
(all named & labeled) in 80mm Pots $90 plus $15 freight & packing 
Zygos ... Offer ZYFS: ... (Catalogue value $16 to $24 each Now discounted to $9 each) 
An assorted collection of 7 Flowering Size Quality Zygopetalum & 3 Specimen Flowering Size Promineas 
(all named & labelled) ex 140mm Pots $90 plus $15 freight & packing 
Other Special Offers including Oncidium Alliance are available view our website or phone us today 


2003 Catalogue is Now Available 


AOR 069 


AOR 038 
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ov Ely ® 


Key Rings e Brooches 
Cuff Links e Tie Tacks 
Lapel Pins e Medals 
Paperknives ° Paperweights 
Wall & Award Plaques 
School Identification Badges 


No Set Up Costs 


= Sub/ 2026 - 


JUVELLE 
BADGES 


321 FOREST ROAD 
BEXLEY NSW 2207 


THIS & THAT 


Attention AOR 
readers and 
Orchid Societies 


“This and That” is a regular feature of the 
Australian Orchid Review and readers and 
Orchid Societies are invited to contribute any 


small news items of interest to Orchid lovers. 

The deadline for items can be found on 
page 3. 

Address all correspondence to the Editor. 
“This and That”, Australian Orchid Review, 
14 McGill Street, Lewisham, NSW 2049. 

Email: bbadger@ graphicworld.com.au 


Aspley Orchid Society 


Summer Orchid Show 


The Aspley Orchid Society is conduct- 
ing its Summer Orchid Show on the week- 
end of 8-9 February, 2003. The venue is 
the Auditorium, Brisbane Botanic 
Gardens at Mount Coot-tha. Doors will be 
open from 9am to 4pm daily. 

This is an opportunity for all those sum- 
mer flowering orchids to be on show — 
something rarely seen as this is the only 


F il 


7 


12 Eddystone Road, Bexley NSW 2207. Telephone: (02) 9150 7985 


Call in and inspect a large variety of orchids suitable for Shade and Glasshouse 


We carry stocks of: 


+ Campbell Fertiliser + Pine Bark 
+ Ready mixed Compost : Fresh 
Sphagnum Moss, in large and small quanti- 


ties «+ Water Breakers 


+ Misting Nozzles — Extension Handles 


NOW AVAILABLE!! 
Frank Slattery’s Story 


“The Blooming Years” 
Soft Cover $30 
Hard Cover $40 


° Open 7 days ¢ Sorry no lists ¢ All sales direct from Nursery 


Paphiopedilums 


Species and Primary Hybrids 


SEEDLINGS 70mm pots and Flasks 


Mail Order Specialist 
Send stamp for current listings 
Delivery Skyroad door to door. 
Up to 3kg — $15.50 Including GST 


Bankcard, Mastercard & Visa welcome 


K & H Orchids 


PO Box 308, Beenleigh, Qld. 4207 
Ph: (07) 3287 2343 
website: www.khorchids.com 
Email: ken@khorchids.com 


AOR 123 


THE ORCHID REVIEW 


The world’s longest running Orchid journal 


All the latest AM/RHS, FCC/RHS and CCC/RHS awards in full colour — 
essential for orchid judges and all growers — six times a year. 
Articles on growing orchids, for beginners, by experts. Orchids in their natural habitats. 
Advanced growing, flasking, history, taxonomy and orchid biographies. 
Orchid hunting and orchid explorers. What to buy, where to buy it and how to grow it... 
The Orchid Review — 6 issues per year, starting January (ISSN 0030-4476) 
If a subscription is taken out during the year, back issues of that volume will be sent. 
Orchid Review with the Orchid Hybrid Registration List: UK £30 
All other countries: £40 airmail/£34 surface mail (Europe airmail) 
Orchid Review without the Orchid Hybrid Registration List: UK£25 
All other countries: £33 airmail/£28 surface mail (Europe airmail) 
To apply contact 


The Orchid Review, PO Box 38, Kent TN25 6PR, United Kingdom 
Tel: International code: +44 (0) 1303 813 803 Fax (0) 1303 813 737 


show in the Brisbane region between 
November and mid-March. 

Enjoy the riot of colour and the smor- 
gasbord of scents from a wide variety of 
genera. Potting demonstrations and cul- 
tural advice by senior members of our 
society will be a special feature. A wide 
variety of plants from members and from 
participating nurseries will be available for 
sale. 

Floral arrangements will be on sale and 
should prove popular, as Valentine’s Day 
will be only a few days later. 

For further information please contact 
Roger Finn, (07) 3353 1595 oO 


30th Anniversary 
Charity Show 


The Brisbane Orchid Society is con- 
ducting its 30th Anniversary Charity 
Orchid Show on Saturday 12th and 
Sunday 13th April 2003. Our major spon- 
sor is Zupps Megastores. 

The Society supports the Pre-school 
Association for the Education of Deaf 
Children at Yeerongpilly, Brisbane and has 
been able to donate in excess of $58,000 
from previous shows. 

A spectacular display of orchids in 
bloom will be presented in a wide variety 
of genera. Plants in flower, books and 
accessories will for sale at very reasonable 
prices. A feature of the show will be pot- 
ting demonstrations and cultural advice 
from expert growers within our society. 
Refreshments will be available. 

Venue: Community Hall, Mt Gravatt 
Showgrounds, Logan Road, Mt Gravatt, 
Queensland. 

Dates: Saturday, 12 April, 8.00am to 
5.00pm. Sunday, 13 April, 8.00am to 


3.00pm. 

Admission $3.00. 

For further information contact: 
Show Captain Graham Walker on 
07 3343 3432. | 
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Orchid 


Review 


The publishers of the “Australian Orchid Review” 
are pleased to offer their readers popular Orchid 
books at special discount prices. 


New titles will be added to the list when available. 


All you have to do is select the book(s) required 
and fill in the details on the form provided. 


GROWING ORCHIDS 
David P. Banks 


Orchids have fascinated people for years. Breathtakingly 
beautiful, exotic, surrounded by mystery and thought to 
be difficult to grow by home gardeners. David P. Banks 
takes the guesswork out of growing orchids by providing 
practical advice based on over thirty years of experience. 


Growing Orchids is an up-to-date, comprehensive and 
informative guide to cultivating these intriguing plants. 
Included is information on housing orchids, temperature 
and watering requirements, suitable potting materials, 
seedling care and an extensive section on orchid propa- 
gation. 


“Orchids 


David P. Banks 


Discover the world of orchids with the extensive list of 100 different orchid genera and 
descriptions of over 400 species. Over 100 stunning colour photographs, including 
many rare and recently discovered species, showcase the tremendous variation found 
throughout the orchid kingdom. 


David P. Banks has an extensive collection of species and hybrid orchids, and oper- 
ates the nursery Hills District Orchids. He is a popular lecturer on various aspects of 
orchids and their cultivation, at meetings and conferences in Australia and abroad. 


- His articles and award-winning photographs have been published to international 


acclaim in a variety of orchid journals and books. David P. Banks is the editor of the 
Australian Orchid Review. 


r22pcoen cabo —CURDSCOUNTPICES (20045 


B&W. j 


‘was $2.95 RR 


COOL FLOWERING ORCHIDS 


THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 
by Ross Macdonald 


Ross Macdonald is a highly respected orchid grower 
and photographer from the North Island of New 
Zealand. This volume is devoted to cool growing 
orchid genera, which are easy to cultivate in New 
Zealand and southern Australia. Growers in tropical 
areas should not be discouraged, as many of these 
orchids are indeed adaptable and will grow in a 
range of climates. Andy Easton has written the fore- 
word. Ross has devoted the first few pages of the 
book to cultural hints, which are down to earth and 
give practical information on the basics of orchid cultivation. 


COOL FLOWERING 


ORCHIDS 


THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 


Basically this is a pictorial book with over 300 full colour photographs, covering a 
similar number of orchid species and hybrids. The quality of both the photographs 
and the colour reproduction is impressive. All of the orchids have been captured using 
available sunlight and there is no flash photography. There is a wide range of orchid 
genera covered with particular emphasis placed on cymbidiums, dendrobiums, 
laelias, masdevallias, the Odontoglossum alliance and Paphiopedilum. 


The photographs are arranged in four chapters, referring on their main blooming sea- 


son. The use of seasons ensures the text is also applicable to growers in the northern 
hemisphere. 


This inexpensive book is exceptional value and importantly is written by someone 
who knows and grows these orchids. | thoroughly recommend this book to orchid 
growers, as it will be of great value to both novice and experienced enthusiasts. 


eet Le alk sco il OURDISCOUNTPRICE $418.00, 


Softcover. 
PS POSTE AO AND 


MORE FLOWERING ORCHIDS 


THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 
by Ross Macdonald 


This is the sister volume to Cool Flowering Orchids 
throughout the Year. It is in the same format and style as 
the previous book, but also includes some genera that 
would require artificial heating in cooler climates. This 
volume covers a further 314 orchid species and hybrids 
with 344 colour plates. Both texts are highly recom- 
mend to all orchid fanciers; particularly newcomers 
who wish to see an array of delightful flowers that they 
could grow. 


132 pp. 242mm x 168mm SSL 


MORE FLOWERING 


ESE 


THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 


RCHIDS IN YOUR RDEN Kae 
Naa ISN ie ard 


Robert Friend 


It sounds too good to be true, but orchids are as 
easy to grow in the backyard as a lawn or a bed of 
roses. Despite their exotic reputation, the everyday 
gardener can grow orchids without special pots or 
greenhouses. 


The book shows you haw to introduce orchids into |f 
the garden, by attaching them to trees, fixing them 
on rocks and walls, or planting:them in garden 
beds. With more than 150,000 species and hybrids é os 
of orchids in the world, there are plants suitable for Pj 
every garden. - 


Robert Friend draws on a lifetime’s experience with orchids to explain how to choose 
the right orchid for your climate and how to landscape orchids in different types. of 
gardens. Ranging from tropical to cool climate areas, from large acreages to small 
courtyard gardens, almost every backyard can enjoy the best of one of nature’s won- 


ders. 
repens 
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WHAT ORCHID IS THAT? 
Edited by Alec Pridgeon 


The orchid is one of the most passionately cultivated 
flowers world-wide, and for centuries it has been a sym- 
bol for the exotic and mysterious in the human imagina- 
tion. As the brilliant photographs in this book show, the 
shapes, hues and textures of many. of these extraordi- 
nary flowers continue to produce a shock of wonder in 
the viewer. 


What 


“One 


Is That? 


This book will delight everyone, from the gardener 
with a casual interest in orchids, to the confirmed 
enthusiast. It takes in a wide spectrum of orchid gen- 
era and more than 1100 species common in cultiva- 
tion, presented by an international team of experts. 


The first section, by the General Editor, Alec Pridgeon, introduces orchid habitat, distri- 
bution, names and classification, hybrids, pollination, how to grow orchids and control 
pests and diseases, and orchid conservation. 

The alphabetical section, “Orchids A-Z”, includes descriptions, names and synonyms, 
geographic distribution, notes on culture, and photographs drawn from collections 
around the world, showing the best-known species in cultivation. 

Whether you are buying, growing or just looking, this is the ultimate guide to orchids. 


304 pages, colour. 


— 


COURDISCOUNTPRICE $413.25, 


was $54.95 RRP (Incl. GST) usrosacenw inoue 


a] GROWING PHALAENOPSIS 
| AT HOME 
| James Neal 


| {| Jim Neal is always called upon to give his opinion 
_}{ when a Phalaenopsis is shown at an Orchid Society of 
| NSW Ltd show or nominated for an award, This is 
| because Jim has made a study of the genus Phal- 
|| aenopsis in the Sydney area since being bitten by the 
}| Phalaenopsis bug at the 6th World Orchid Conference 
}| in Sydney in 1969. 
| This book is essential reading and reference for any 
|| person who grows, or is intending to grow, 
J Phalaenopsis. 


Jim, in a simple and easily understood style, explains and elaborates on light condi- 
tions, watering, temperatures, fertilisers, pests and diseases. 


Explanations of the way Phalaenopsis are named and the implications of growing 
seedlings, illustrate some of the more difficult ideas for the layman to understand. 


The colour photography illustrates beautifully the topics under discussion and the 
orchid names are supplied, where necessary, as a caption. 


The illustrations drawn by Jim’s son Jamie are pertinent and succinct and make the sub- 
ject more easily understood. 


56 pages, colour and B&W. OURDISCOUNT PRICE Sal ] 80 


© (ind.cs1) 
was $13.75 RRP (Incl. GST) P45 ee HANDUNG 


DENDROBIUM KINGIANUM: 


A Unique Australian Orchid 
Peter B. Adams and Sheryl D. Lawson 


This book takes an innovative approach to the appreci- 
ation of an orchid species and breaks new ground in 
species monographs. Many of the orchid books avail- 
able today take a dry formula approach to their topic 
and frequently present in another form information that 
is already available. This monograph provides an easi- 
ly-read, comprehensive treatment of the species encom- 
passing the interests of research scientists, horticultural- 
ists, breeders and hobbyists, including beginners. 


DENDROBIUM KINGIANUM: 
A Unique Australian Orchid 


Covers history, biology, breeding, taxonomy, hybridisa- 
tion, and culture. Has sections on award-winning plants, and shows how to develop 
specialist and competitive collections. Includes a register of over 300 significant 
plants. 


This well-produced book is essential reading for all enthusiasts of d. kingianum and 
will be a valuable addition to the orchidist's library. For many hobbyists, the highlight 
of the book will be the ability to identify the many wonderful forms of d. kingianum in 
their collection. For others it will determine the direction of further acquisitions. This 
book is not only a celebration of a unique orchid, it also illuminates the fascination 
that has led these authors to spend many thousands of obviously rewarding hours 
researching this delightful monograph. 


OUR DISCOUNT PRICE S x74 80. 


was $93.50 RRP (Ind. GST) is esiceno wane 


197 pages, over 180 in 
full colour. 


LYCASTE ORCHIDS - 


Cultivation and Hybridisation 
A.F.W. Alcorn 


lycaste orchids are easy to grow, and they produce 
flowers that range from the beautiful to the bizarre. No 
book previously has provided detailed cultural require- 
ments of the Lycaste, and this book should fill that gap, 
and encourage new growers to take up the cultivation 
of this beautiful genus. A section on hybridising con- 
tains valuable information on inheritance and genetics 
that will benefit any hybridiser, not just the grower of 
lycastes, as well as helpful hints on how to avoid pit- 
falls in your hybridising program. 


Cultivation and Hybridisation 


A, F; W. Alcorn 


Michael Hallett, a friend of Fred Alcorn for a number of years, co-wrote this book with 
Fred and has completed it posthumously. He has a background in genetics, research 
and botany, and a passion for plants, especially orchids. 


237 pages, colour and B&W. OUR DISCOUNT PRICE Si2 Ae 


was $28.55 RRP (Incl. GST) ssi no ious 


AUSTRALIAN TROPICAL 
ORCHIDS 
Bill Lavarack and Bruce Gray 


Compiled by two well known names in the Australian orchid } 
world, this book is essentially a collection of 116 colour pho- 
tographs depicting 109 tropical orchids, chosen by the 
authors as representative. There is a short introduction 
together with brief text complementing each photograph. - 


AUSTRALIAN TROPICAL 


Orchids 


The text includes notes on distribution including a simple 
map, habitat types, an indication of size, flowering season, 
conservation status and many features of interest. 


72 pages, colour. 


Het 


OUR DISCOUNT PRICE S413... 


was $1645 RRP (Incl. GST) Ps POSTAGE ANO HaKOUNG 


SARCOCHILUS ORCHIDS OF 


AUSTRALIA 
Walter T. Upton 


Sarcochilus Orchids of Australia is the first book to 
cover all aspects of species of the genus Sarcochilus. 
Compact plants of great floral beauty with ease of cul- 
ture, they are mostly cool to cold growing, requiring 
limited space, and for these reasons are quickly 
becoming the orchid of the future. 


The book gives each individual species a separate 
entry, with information on its history, synonyms, distri- 
bution, habitat, cultivation and hybrids, along with a 
drawing showing the main parts of the plant and 
flower, plus a colour plate providing an easy means of identification. 


Hybridising, including intergenerics, is dealt with in detail - most registered hybrids 
being accompanied by a colour plate. Other chapters include pollination, seed rais- 
ing and cultural information for the home grower. 


This is Walter T. Upton’s third book and is a companion to his very popular and 
informative Dendrobium Orchids of Australia. He is a past president of the Orchid 
Society of New South Wales and The Australasian Native Orchid Society, and has 
received many honours in Australia including the Australian Orchid Council's Award 
of Honour. He is a well-known hybridiser and judge of orchids, and is a learned and 
entertaining lecturer much in demand throughout the world. 


Ly pages cole OUR DISCOUNT PRICE $n30.75, 


and B&W, 
was $39.55 RRP (Inc. GST) Srsucewo was 


INTRODUCING CATTLEYAS 
Noni J. Mammatt 


Noni Mammatt’s fascination with the Cattleya | 
Alliance, their most beautiful blooms and extensive | 
range of colour combinations, has prompted Noni to | 
share the results of her own trials in successfully grow- 
ing and flowering all types of this most beautiful 
genus under shadehouse conditions in the city of 
Perth in Western Australia. She hopes that as a result | 
of her writing some new growers, as well as the expe- | 
rienced growers of other orchid genera, may be | 
encouraged to introduce the Cattleya Alliance into 


their collections. OURDISCOUNTPRIC $16.00, 


24 pages, B&W. 
was $7.15 RRP (Incl. GST) PUS PostAse ano naNouNG 


ORCHIDS FOR BEGINNERS 


A Guide to Selection and 


Cultivation 
Allison and Mark Webb 


“Orchids for Beginners” is for those just starting out in 
orchids. It provides information about choosing orchids best 
suited to your conditions and how to grow them. There is 
advice on what to look for when choosing plants to avoid 
some common traps and the expense of losing plants unsuit- 
ed to your conditions. The essential basics of cultivation for beginners are covered _ 
potting media, mounting plants, repotting and deflasking as well as choosing loca- 
tions and building bushhouses. There are suggestions for growing in country areas as 
well as indoors, The plant descriptions offer suggestions of plants to choose from as 
well as introducing some of the very varied forms of orchids. 


48 pages, colour and B&W. OUR DISCOUNT PRICE S10 45 


© (ind.cs) 
PLUS POSTAGE AND HANDLING 


Australian 


rchid 


Review 


Item & Title 
1. Growing Orchids 


2. Cool Flowering Orchids 


M a 1 1 O r d er Throughout the Year 
a 3 
bookshop ; 


Ey : 


6. Growing Phalaenopsis at Home 


. More Flowering Orchids 
Throughout the Year 


Orchids In Your Garden 


What Orchid is That? 


7. Dendrobium Kingianum: 
A Unique Australian Orchid 


Postage Zones 8. Lycaste Orchids 


2 9. Australian Tropical Orchids 
A Australia, New Zealand P 


and Oceania 
(Quoted A$ Dollars) 


R_ Rest of World 
(Quoted US$ Dollars) 


10. Sarcochilus Orchids of Australia 
11. Introducing Cattleyas 


12. Orchids for Beginners 


Australian 


rchid 


Review 


For six, twelve or eighteen issues of 
Australian Orchid Review, fill in the form 
below and post in now together with 
your payment. 


Recommended Our Plus Grand 
Postage Retail Price Discount Postage Total © Number of Total 
Price & Handling Price Copies 


A$18.00 A$5.00 =A$23.00 

(Incl. GST) = US$13.80 

A$18.00 A$5.00 =A$23.00 

(Incl. GST) = US$13.80 

A$22.50+ A$5.00 =A$27.50 
= US$19.00 


= A$24.95 A$20.45 A$5.00 =A$25.45 
(Incl. GST) (Incl. GST) = US$15.00 


Zone (RRP) 


= A$27.50 = 
(Incl. GST) (Incl. GST) 
= A$54.95 A$43.95+ A$14.40 | . =A$58.35 
(Incl. GST) (Incl. GST) = US$41.00 
= A$13.75 A$11.80+ A$3.00 =A$14.80 
(Incl, GST) (Incl. GST) = US$9.75 
= A$93.50 A$74.80+ A$11.70 =A$86.50 
(Incl. GST) (Incl. GST) = US$59.00 
= A$28.55 A$22.00+ A$5.00 =A$27.00 
(Incl, GST) (Incl. GST) = US$18.75 
= A$16.45 A$13.15+ A$3.00 =A$16.15 
(Incl. GST) (Incl. GST) = US$10.50 
= A$39.55 A$30.75+ A$5.00 =A$35.75 
(Incl. GST) = US$26.35 


(Incl. GST) 
= A$7.15 A$6.60+ A$3.00 =A$9.60 
(Incl. GST) (Incl. GST) = US$6.30 

A$10.45+ A$3.00 =A$13.45 
= US$8.75 


(Incl. GST) 
TOTAL ORDER 


fA 


CUT ALONG DOTTED LINES 
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Please tick GO Renewal 0 New OC Address Change 
Send to Australian Orchid Review, 14 McGill Street, Lewisham, NSW 2049 Australia 


CO Australia . 1YEAR (6 issues) 2 YEARS (12 issues) 3 YEARS (18 issues) 

1 A$39.60 (Includes GST) 0 A$72.60 (Includes GST) 1 A$103.40 (Includes GST) 
0 NZ Airmail 

[.NZ$58.00 ($447.00) [1 NZ$107.00 ($486.00) (1 NZ$151.00 ($4123.00) 
0 US Airmail 

1 US$53.00 1 US$98.00 1 US$139.00 


Enclosed is my cheque for 


or charge my | Bankcard O Mastercard O 


Card expiry date Loo 


*Mr/Mrs/Ms 
Address 


Postcode 


Signature 


Telephone (__) 


All overseas cheques (except New Zealand) must be in US dollars, or equivalent for credit cards. Credit card sub- 


scriptions may be telephoned to (02) 9560 6166. 


C Please indicate / if this is a gift subscription and we will include, at no extra cost, a special card bear- 


ing your good wishes. 


Message 


+E 
(Payable to Australian Orchid Review) 2 a 


ABC = 


Austr: alia mn 


rc hel 


Review 


MAIL ORDER: Enclosed is my cheque for $ (Payable to Australian Orchid Review) 
evom NSW 2049, of chorge my 
Australia 

| | Card expiry dete L[ [| | 
PHONE ORDER: 


(02) 9560 6166 

FAX ORDER: *Mr/Mrs/Ms Signature 
Within Aust. dd 

(02) 9560 6677 Address 


From outside Australia 
61 2 95606677 


EMAIL: Country Postcode Telephone (_ ) 
aor@graphicworld.com.au CL] Please indicate V if this is a gift and we will include, at no extra cost, a special card bearing your good wishes. 
PHONE, FAX AND EMAIL ORDERS Message 

FOR CREDIT CARD USE ONLY 


Nau here for mail order bookshop 


fout here for australian orchid review subscription 
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AUSTRALIAN ORCHID REVIEW 
ea 14 McGILL STREET, 
| LEWISHAM, NSW 2049 
| AUSTRALIA 
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CULTURAL NOTES 


Cattleyas 


Many of the labiata type catts are now 
maturing their bulbs and starting to send up 
their flowering sheafs. Give plans a little shade 
(50%) to stop sunburn on their leaves. depend- 
ing on your climatic conditions locality you 
may have to water every other day during long 
periods of hot conditions. When you water, 
make sure you irrigate sufficiently to flush all 
of the undissolved salts out of the pot. 

Fertilise weekly with a good general purpose 
fertiliser. When the sheafs appear you can give 
the plants a foliar application of K-D-L. This 
should help to enhance the colour and size of 
the blooms. 

Watch for grasshoppers. This year many 
growers have reported damage to new growths 
and developing sheafs. Last year some growers 
used CONFIDOR® and a PYRITHRUM spray 
called SHARP SHOOTER with reasonable 
results. I still think the best idea is to go down 
into the growing area at night with a torch and 
long nose pliers and have a grasshopper hunt! 
Be careful, they bite! 

Fungal diseases are usually not evident dur- 
ing this time of the year. With BANROT and 
ZYBAN now available in Australia we should 
be able to control most fungi that attach catt- 
leyas. 

If plants are over grown and need repotting 
watch for new root tips. Once evident repot. If 
you repot this time of the year, you get better 
results if you repot into sphagnum moss. Mix 
with a little styrene of perlite. Remember do not 
over water and do not let the moss dry out. 


Cymbidiums 

By now your cymbidiums should have 
changed over to a more balanced N-P-K fer- 
tiliser. Peters have a GENERAL PURPOSE® 
fertiliser which is ideal to use over the autumn 
period. Over the last couple of years many 
growers in the Sydney area have been using 
MERRI-FERT with excellent results. Don’t 
forget to keep your iron, calcium and magne- 
sium levels within the recommended levels. 
Word of warning — do not mix the calcium with 
your fertiliser! 1am often asked what is the best 
trace elements to use. The bottom line is of 
course — cost. If you want the very best use the 
J.H. BIOTECH range of BIOMINS. They have 
most of the common trace elements — calcium, 
iron, Magnesium etc. Plus a mixture called 
BOOSTER V. LIBREL also have a good range 
of trace elements. Their mixture is called 
B.M.X. 

Most growers today fertilise their cymbidi- 
ums on a weekly basis during autumn. Apply 
weekly at label rate. If you can fertigate on a 
daily basis, apply at one fifth label rate, then 
give two good flushes. In other words — fertilise 
daily for five days, then irrigate with pure water 
for the next two days. To help produce a night 
temperature drop, water as the sun goes down! 

Two-spotted mites have certainly come in 
plague proportions this summer. Oil sprays 
such as PEST OIL® (D.C.TRON PLUS®) and 
ECO OIL® have certainly produced good 
results over the last couple of years in control- 
ling these little pests! You could alternate with 
MAVRIK® at label rate. 


If we happen to get some late summer-early 
autumn rains — watch for leaf spot. A good cov- 
erage with MANCOZEB mixed _ with 
SPRAYTECH OIL® will give good control of 
most leaf spots. 

If you have seed capsules hanging on your 
favourite plant — watch for dendrobium beetles. 
it is a good idea to dust with CARBARYL or 
spray with CONFIDOR®. 

Once the weather cools down — usually mid 
March, some of those touchy plants can be 
divided. Some greens and reds can only be 
divided in the autumn. If in doubt seek the 
advice of an experienced grower to see whether 
to or not. 

If you are one of those growers who do not 
have the time to fertilise at weekends, one can 
now top dress with a controlled release ferti- 
liser with a five to six month release pattern. 


Australian Natives 


This summer has no doubt provided many 
growers with some challenges. My biggest con- 
cern is tender, mounted plants such as the small 
Sarcanthinae species. Keeping the humidity at 
suitable levels for these is always a concern, 
particularly over a summer with low humidity 
and hot, thirsty winds. If you’ve managed to 
keep these alive your microclimate is right so 
keep whatever it is you’re doing. Fortunately, 
many native species are drought tolerant and 
thrive in the heat, providing they have enough 
water to support them in their tiny pots. 


Hopefully the drought will come to an end 
before these months are over and do it without 
too much damage from flooding. Unfortun- 
ately, the longer the dry spell, the heavier the 
rain that ends it — usually. This is also the time 
of year for violent storms. 

Ongoing heat should have produced a lot of 
new growth on dendrobiums provided you 
haven’t had too much trouble with lack of 
water. The bright, sunny days (and fertiliser, or 
course) will have produced a good crop of stout 
and strong new growths with big juicy flower- 
ing “eyes”, but continuing heat could mean that 
there is a second round of activity in areas well 
south of where this normally occurs. These 
extra growths could be in danger of rotting if 
there is a change in the weather to warm, humid 
and overcast, or cold, before they harden and 
mature. Look for any plants with immature 
growths and make sure they get as much light 
as possible to harden these growths. My 
Dendrobium tarberi have produced new 
growths from just about every available bud 
this summer but they did leave it until well after 
Christmas to start so I have to be sure they 
mature in the sunlight. 

At this time of year fertiliser should be low 
in nitrogen (N). The bloom booster stuff. This 
will discourage more new growth and encour- 
age flowers to develop it. It will also strengthen 
new growths. Too much nitrogen produces soft, 
luscious growth which looks good on silverbeet 
but not native orchids. 

Buds should be developing on autumn flow- 


KEITHS NURSERY ,«( 


(THE FAMILY BUSINESS) 
25 Oonoonba Road, Idalia, Townsville, Qld 4811 


Phone: (07) 4778 1329 Fax: (07) 4778 1330 
A.H. (07) 4778 4234 


Email: sales @keithsnursery.com.au 
Web Page: http://www.keithsnursery.com.au 


FOR SPECIES AND HYBRID ORCHIDS INCLUDING 
FLOWERING SIZE DIVISIONS OF OUR SELECTED CATTLEYA STOCK. 


OUR SPECIES ARE MOSTLY FROM IMPORTED STOCK. 
Send SAE or Email for our Catalogue. 


Dark Star Orcinids 


“Hans Schaible 
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FLASKS, SEEDLINGS AND FLOWERING SIZE PLANTS 


Imported from top breeders in Germany, UK and Thailand 


African and Madagascan species 
Paphs, Lycastes, Vandaceous and more 


RARE SPECIES AND SOME HYBRIDS 


PO Box 114 Bowraville NSW 2449 
Telephone/Fax (02) 6564 4088 
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£ Sphagnum Moss 
8 Natural Organic 


New Zealand 


Available In pack sizes from 
compressed bricks to bales 


puew o50L BALE 


DIRECT FROM THE IMPORTER 


Smokey Cape Orchids 


“Specialising in Cattleyas, Cymbidiums & Dendrobiums 


ay 


Importers of Exhibition Cattleyas, 
Cymbidiums, Paphiopedilums and 
Vandaceous seedlings 


www.easyorchids. 


from Thailand. All orchids are — 

cold growing. pine Z EASY ORCHIOS 
Plus we have a large range io 7 3 Sussex Street, Woodburn. NSW. 2472 

of Species, Hybrids and — wae Phone: 02 6682 2635 Fax: 02 6682 2605 
Mericlones. 7 


Telephone or write for 
our catalogue 
Nursery open by 

. 7 
appointment 
only. 


ORCHID SPECIAL 
A&B FERTILISERS 


Food for all Orchid 
Species 

Crystalline — fully water 
soluble — especially 
manufactured for better 
orchids. Rich in 8 essential 
mineral trace elements. 


ORCHID SPECIAL A (Yellow 
Compound) 11.13.16 


Applied at initiation of flower spikes and continued 

through to the end of flowering. The high phosphorus 

and potassium and the low nitrogen content stimulates 
flowering and ensures a better bloom. 


ORCHID SPECIAL B (Blue 
Compound) 30.4.8 


For established plants, applied at completion of 

flowering through to initiation of flower spikes. Young 

and developing orchids should be fed regularly the 

whole year. The high nitrogen stimulates plant growth 

and plant vigour. Packed in 500g and 3kg units. Periodic 

feeding 15g in 5 litres of water. Regular 
feeding 2g in 5 litres of water. 


Gail Atkinson 
40 727 227 412 


Terry & 
A.B.N. 


PO Box 320, South West Rocks NSW 2431 
Phone: 02 6566 5695 Mobile: 0411 509 451 Fax: 02 6566 6594 
Email: tesgus @ bigpond.com 
We accept Visa — Mastercard — Bankcard 


Hills District Orchids 


(Props. Graeme, Lyn and David Banks) 


2003 Open Day 
Sunday 2nd March 2003 (9am-4pm) 
Held at the nursery: 183 Windsor Road, Northmead 2152 

(please park in Mary St. or Windermere Ave.) 
Many new releases on the day. First of two Open Days this year. 
Stay for the lunchtime Sausage Sizzle!! 

Mark your diaries now. 
Tinonee Orchids and Macquarie Native Orchids will also be attending. 


P.O. Box 390, Baulkham Hills NSW 1755 
Phone: (02) 9674 4720 Fax: (02) 9686 3303 
E-mail: dpbanks@ozemail.com.au 


Campbell Orchid Special A&B 
Fertilisers “just for good orchids” 


For the name of your local supplier contact: 


NSW: Products of Excellence (02) 9417 0277, Beresford 
Park Nursery Supplies (02) 4966 5477, Frank Slattery 
Orchids (02) 9150 7985. ACT: C.I.C. Supplies (02) 6241 
7477. VIC: Fertool Distributors (03) 9796 4433. QLD: 
Burnell Agencies (07) 3394 2211, J.C. & A.T. Searle (07) 
5497 2022. WA: Nurserymens Supplies 
(08) 9353 2536. SA: Munns Lawn Co. P/L (08) 8277 8000. 
NT: Tropigro (08) 8984 3200. 


A product of 
COLIN CAMPBELL (CHEMICALS) PTY. LTD. 
5 Blackfriar Place, Wetherill Park, NSW 2164 


Telephone (02) 9725 2544 Fax: (02) 9604 7768 
P.O. Box 6789, Wetherill Park, NSW 2164. 


SPECIES ORCHIDS QR Masking 
World Wide shipment; Flasks, Seedlings, Flowering size. . service 
Over 700 species. Write NOW, enclose a stamp for free lists. 6 ©) available 
D.I.Y. Sterile tubes of protocorm for reflask. D.LY. DAVID fo r most 


KEANELLY 
ORCHIDS genera... 


Burleigh Park Orchid Nursery 
54 Hammond Way, Thuringowa, 4815. 
Phone/Fax 0747 740 008 Mail Order Specialist 


22 Emmett Street 


Get your lists sent by email: ian@speciesorchids.com Golden Square 
Propagators of the Rare, the Beautiful and the Unusual R Victoria 3555 
Orchid Species of the World. : Phone (03) 5442 4806 
Mobile 0411 352 036 


Web page: www.speciesorchids.com 


Email dkorchids@smartchat.com.au 
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CULTURAL NOTES 


ering natives now. Any natives with D. bigib- 
bum or its relatives are expected to bloom soon. 
These should develop well in the heat but any 
cold change will cause bud drop so plants need 
to be well sheltered. I enjoy the variety of 
natives in bloom at this time of year as it shows 
the range of flower forms in our native orchids. 
There are the bright, pink showy D. bigibbum, 
Phalaenopsis rosenstromii and several other 
Sarcanthinae, Dockrillia mortii and a lot of 
Bulbophyllum specie. The first terrestrials of 
the year are also in bloom. 

Get your heated house prepared for winter. If 
there is rain you may not get the chance or, 
more likely, you will need the protection for 
plants early. And don’t forget to water inside 
covered houses during wet weather! 

If there are storms check for damaged plants 
and trim off any growth that is broken. Don’t let 
plants sit in puddles of water. Keep flowers out 
of heavy rain, particularly terrestrials, as they 
will be flattened and can develop fungal spots. 

When you get the chance to clean up plants 
be sure to remove any dead leaves and growths. 

Remember that in some species such as 


Dendrobium gracilicaule, the pseudobulbs’ 


continue to produce flowers long after they 
have dropped their leaves so be sure they are 
really dead and papery before removing them. 
The should easily pull away from the base of 
the other pseudobulbs. This time of year is usu- 
ally suitable for last minute repotting, but this 
year I’d restrict it to just emergency cases and 
put them where there is plenty of light. 1 


Paphiopedilum 

The weather is normally hot and, particu- 
larly during February, quite humid. If you 
haven’t taken precautions against mealy bug 
and scale, keep an eye out. Scale usually 
becomes a problem in collections which have 
been neglected and can usually be traced to host 
plants, often ferns. Mealy bug, on the other 
hand, can appear almost out of the blue and you 
can have a major infestation before you notice 
it. Both these pests can be controlled with 
“Malascale’; repeat spraying may be necessary. 

Care of paphs. during this period of the year 
consists mainly of routine watering and the reg- 
ular application of soluble fertiliser as advised 
previously, still taking care to avoid overwater- 
ing. When the nights are hot it is better to water 
during the evening to induce a temperature 
drop about nightfall; this will assist promote 
flowering and, in my experience, help avoid 
deformed flowers. 

Excessively high temperatures should be 
avoided by whatever means you have at your 
disposal. In the bush house, shading and simple 
misting of the plants is all that can practically 
be done; natural air movement usually avoids 
problems under these conditions. 

Glass houses can present problems with 
excessive heat during summer, particularly if 
they are small. An adequately sized evaporative 
cooler is a very useful, albeit costly, device for 
creating good summer growing conditions in 
the glasshouse. The cooler must be so installed 
that it draws fresh air from outside — recircula- 
tion is useless. Sufficient ventilation should be 
provided at the top of the house to ensure that 
the cooler operates without back pressure. A 


simple thermostat, set at about 28 degrees 
Celcius, is sufficient control; this may need to 
be wired through a relay. 

In the absence of an evaporative cooler, 
summer temperature control is best achieved 
by a combination of ventilation, shading and 
misting. Whilst shadecloth over, and some dis- 
tance away from, the glass helps with cooling — 
and can conveniently be removed during the 
cooler months — a thin coat of white paint in 
addition is almost always necessary. A vinyl 
water base paint, thinned with three or four 
times its volume of water, is very suitable. 
Don’t use an Acrylic paint, it is almost impos- 
sible to remove. oi 


Phalaenopsis 


Potting:— All repotting of flowering size 
plants should have been completed (and all old 
flower spikes removed) by December. Small 
plants can still be potted on and compots potted 
out. 

Watering:— Water daily — preferably in 
early mornings. If heavy rains occur it is prefer- 
able to keep plants under a solid roof. 

Light:— Plants still require 90% shade at this 
time of year. 

Fertiliser:— Do not fertilise dry plants — 
always water beforehand. Fertilise weekly 
alternating over a 4 weekly cycle as follows— 
Wk.1. — Inorganic low Nitrogen 

— Campbells A., Aqua K. 

— Aquasol or Phostogen. 
Wk.2. — Wuxall Folair. 
Wk.3. — Inorganic low Nitrogen — as for wk.1. 
Wk.4. — Organic — Fish emulsion or Nitrosol. 

The change to low Nitrogen/higher potash 
inorganic fertilisers is to harden plants for win- 
ter and promote better flowering. 

Pest Control:— Watch for fungus and rot. 
Spray with Mancozeb and Kocide every 4 
weeks or alternatively use Ridamil MZ WP. 

Spray with Diazanon, Malathion or 
Pyrethrum to control scale and insect pests. 

Keep a watch for mites and spray with a 
miticide as necessary. 


Vandaceous 


Watering:— Don’t allow to dry out. Water 
thoroughly every day. In very hot dry condi- 
tions water in early mornings and mist again 
late afternoon. 

Light:— Strap leaf vandas, ascocendas and 
other vandaceous genera with wide leaves 
require 50% to 70% shade although semi-terete 
and other narrow leaf types will be okay with 
30%. 

Fertiliser:- Do not fertilise dry plants. 
Always water beforehand. Fertilise weekly 
alternating over a 4 weekly cycle as follows— 
Wk.1. — Inorganic low Nitrogen 

— Campbells A., Flowfeed HP8. 

— or Aqua K. 
Wk.2. — Wuxall Folair. 
Wk.3. — Inorganic low Nitrogen — as for wk.1. 
Wk.4. — Organic — Fish emulsion or Nitrogen. 

Pest Control:— Fungicide every 6 weeks 
(e.g. Daconil, Wettable Sulphur or Ridomil MZ 
WP). 

Use Diazanon, Malathion or Pyrethrum to 
control insects. | 
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L.MAYER 


the House 


of 
Phalaenopsis 
Bringing 
you the 


best Phals 
from: 


USA 
TAIWAN 
GERMANY 


56 Wood Street, 
Lane Cove, NSW 2066 
Ph: (02) 9427 3659 after 5pm 


Cattleya Alliance and 
Stanhopeas 
(the Barney Greer collection) 
also 
Flasks now available 
Full price list available on request. 


AUSTMOSS 
SPHAGNUM MOSS 


Regenerated Tasmania 
moss. Supplying the requirements of 


sphagnum 


individual growers, clubs and 
Societies with high quality sphagnum 
moss. Wet fresh harvested moss now 
available. 


Packs from 6 litres to 700 litres. 
Contact: 

Austmoss 81 Rowbottoms Road, 
GRANTON TAS. 7030. 

Phone: 03 6263 7753 or 0411 307753 
or Fax 03 6263 7987. 


email: austmoss @southcom.com.au 


NATIVE ORCHIDS 


Latest Release Seedlings 
Flowering Size Plants 
Hot/Cold and Cold Growers 


We only stock quality 
plants from Australia’s 
best hybridists 


Native species including 
Dendrobium, Cymbidium 
and Sarcochilus 


LARGE SPECIMENS 
AVAILABLE 


We also stock treefern, slabs, 
stakes, pots, sohagnum and 
bush moss, orchid bark 


B&T Ferns & Orchids 
30 Wiseman Road 
Silvan, Victoria 3795 


Fax/Phone: (03) 9737 9694 
Melway Ref. 123 


AOR 089 


Open 7 days a week 


39 


wv (Granite B alt Orchide 


ee. of Australian Native Orchids Since 1986 


907 


Telephone / F acsimile: (07) 46841197 2489 Eukey Rd. Ballandean,Q, 4382 Po Box 439, Stanthorpe, O, 4330 


Now Join now for just $15.00 per annum. No obligation! Your Teen 

gives you a host of benefits and huge savings on retail prices! For becoming a 

soll member, you will receive (1) one free orchid (valued at $14.30, availability list, fact 
sheet & order form. You’ll also receive an updated availability list bimonthly by email or 


quarterly by Australia post. 


PLUS! A discount of 30% O F F any purchases!!! 


To become a member, simply send us your name, address, telephone/email with a cheque or money order made 


payable to “Granite Belt Orchids” to receive your introductory package. 
(Membership subscription fees — 1 year = $15.00 — 2 years = $28.50 — 5 years = $60.00) 


Available species of orchid as follows: 
Bulbophyllum, Dendrobium, Sarcochilus, Calanthe, Rhinerrhiza, Plectorrhiza, Cymbidium. 
Plus many more. 
Priced from $13.00 to $100.00, you tell us the size you require. 
N.B. * All of our native orchids are mounted on native timbers. ** Only one application per person. 


Tel / Fax: (07) 4684 1197 


TAKE A BREAK 


Visiting the NSW Mid 
North Coast this summer? 


Why not call into Tinonee 
Orchids. 


Take a stroll through our 
extensive collection, see the 
summer flowers, or pick up 

a few growing tips. 

Just 10 minutes off the 
highway, open Mon-Sat 
9am-4pm. Closed Sundays 
and Christmas Day. 


oo inonee Onchide 
3 Sussex! tree W H NSW. 2472, 
4 ae oe 768 Tinonee Road, 
Tinonee NSW 2430 
Phone/Fax (02) 6553 1012 
Email: clement@tpg.com.au 


AOR 173 
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NEW ON THE BOOKSHELF 


ORCHIDS OF AUSTRALIA 

by John J. Riley and David P. Banks 
ISBN 0 86840 501 9 

Published by University of New South 
Wales Press 

Hardcover, 322mm x 246mm. 

Price $120.00 

Boxed Limited Edition 

ISBN 0 86840 454 3 

(400 signed & numbered copies, 
plus extra prints) $385.00, 

ISBN 0 86840 454 3 

The unique talent and artistic genius of 
John J. Riley are showcased in this beauti- 
fully presented volume, featuring John’s 
superb drawings of Australian native 
orchids and an excellent supporting text by 
David P. Banks. 

Anyone who has ever seen John’s work 
will know the remarkable clarity and 
botanical accuracy he achieves with his 
deceptively simple style. Using only 
coloured pencils, John’s technique 
involves building up a drawing, layer upon 
layer, into an almost three dimensional 
image of the orchid he is illustrating. Each 
drawing includes not only a life-size rep- 
resentation of the complete plant in bloom, 
but also enlarged views of the individual 
flower from the front, side and above, as 
well as the separate floral segments, with 
particular emphasis on the labellum and 
column, the main diagnostic structures of 
the orchid flower. 

John’s illustrations are detailed, precise 
and unembellished, somewhat of a depar- 
ture from the stylised depictions of earlier 
botanical artists, and as such they make an 
invaluable guide to identification. But do 
not imagine these are dry, lifeless rendi- 
tions for strictly scientific purposes. John’s 
drawings are vibrantly alive, and all the 
flamboyant colours, ornate appendages 
and dramatic contours are captured by the 
artist’s unerring eye for detail and per- 
spective. 

John’s early years were spent shearing, 
and as he travelled around, from the coast 
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Orchids of Australia 


John J. Riley and David P, Banks 


to the outback, he was always observing 
and experiencing the country, its inhabi- 
tants, plants and animals and natural fea- 
tures. A true lover of nature in all its forms 
and moods, John’s interests extended to 
many fields, including rocks and minerals, 
fossils, birds and bulbous plants to name a 
few, and his carved emu eggs are a joy to 
behold, but Australian native orchids came 
to hold a special place in his heart. 
Originally, John had no thoughts of hav- 
ing his drawings published. He drew for 
his own pleasure and to accurately record 
the orchids he had found. From an early 
age, John’s talent as an artist had been evi- 
dent, and over the years he continued to 
refine his skills. As his interest in orchids 
deepened, John became a member of the 
Australasian Native Orchid Society, and 
subsequently began accepting speaking 
engagements at society meetings, where 
he would often bring along his drawings 
for display. Those who saw them of 
course, greeted them with amazement, and 
it was almost with feelings of reverence 
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that viewers would leaf through John’s 
folders, marvelling at the lifelike images 
they held before them. 

There was no doubting the artistic qual- 
ity and botanical value of John’s work, but 
the question became, how might it best be 
put to use. During the 1990’s a few were 
reproduced and released by ANOS 
Council as sets of 10 selected drawings, 
but with no format or supporting text, this 
really failed to so them justice. 

Then David Banks entered the picture. 
With his abiding interest in all things 
orchidaceous, including orchid literature, 
David recognised more then most how 
important it was to have John’s drawings 
published in proper style. To that end, and 
after considerable discussion, David and 
John agreed that they would arrange a pub- 
lishing deal with a commercial publishing 
company to do a book together, with each 
of John’s drawings to be reproduced in full 
size and colour, and that David would pro- 
vide a full and comprehensive text to 
accompany each drawing. It was a major 
project, and John, I know, had some doubts 
about whether it would really happen, but 
David’s enthusiasm, “can-do” attitude and 
negotiating skills carried it through to 
fruition. 

And, indeed, it was worth the wait. The 
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body of the book consists of 150 of John’s 
drawings; with selected species represent- 
ing all the major Australian orchid genera, 
arranged alphabetically, and on the page 
opposite each drawing is the text. 

Clearly, the focus of the book will be on 
John Riley’s artwork, and this is to be 
expected, but the quality of the text should 
not be overlooked. David Banks is already 
a published author, with numerous articles 
and several books to his name, and his 
editing credits include The Orchadian 
Volumes 12 & 13 (1996-2002), the 
Australian Orchid Review since 1999 and 
Australian Orchid Research Volumes 3 
(1998) & 4 (2002). In the current work he 
has completed a significant literary under- 
taking, and his skills as a writer continue to 
impress. 

The text is factual and concise, giving 
details of distribution, habitat, conserva- 
tion status, distinguishing features, flower- 
ing time and etymology for each species 
covered. The type location is also given, 
and a discussion section provides general 
information about such topics as pollina- 
tors, reproductive strategies, colour varia- 
tions, affinities, new taxonomic proposals, 
botanical history and other points of inter- 
est. Not covered in the text, however, are 
botanical descriptions and floral dimen- 
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John Elliiot (Publishing Manager of UNSW Press), John Riley, David Banks and David Jones at the 
book launch of Orchids of Australia. 


sions, for, as the authors state, “there are 
many fine reference works that already 
provide this information”. In fact, with 
John’s drawings to refer to, each with its 
accompanying scale, such information 
would be largely superfluous. 

Apart from one or two insignificant 
typographical errors, some minor prob- 
lems with syntax, there is nothing to fault 
this book. The authors’ stated aim for this 
to be the first volume in an ongoing series 
of books certainly whets the appetite, but 
it is this aspect of the venture that causes 
some consternation. Obviously, the full 
body of John Riley’s work could not have 
been published in a single tome, and the 
selective style of the present volume 
undoubtedly makes it more marketable. 
However, as further volumes appear, the 
disordered nature of the evolving collec- 
tion will detract from its value as a work of 
botanical reference, surely its most impor- 
tant function. Ideally, right from the very 
start, there would have been an overview 
of the entire project, and a sense of its ulti- 
mate importance in Australian orchidol- 
ogy, and it would have been arranged 
according to botanical systematics, with 
each genus, in turn, treated in full. 
Realistically, though, I admit this would 


not have been achievable, for with John 
continuing to draw, and with botanists 
continuing to reclassify and describe new 
species, no perfect solution to this problem 
of absolute completeness is available. 
Notwithstanding the above comments, 
the present volume is simply marvellous. 
For the 150 species included here, the pre- 
cise and authoritative coverage makes this 
the most definitive reference work avail- 
able. The quality of the colour reproduc- 
tions is a credit to the publishers — 
University of New South Wales Press, as 
was their vision to take on this project in 
the first place, and the overall layout and 
presentation have resulted in an outstand- 
ing finished product. It remains to be seen 
how far off the next volume is, although I 
believe John and David have already com- 
menced working on it, but already I am 
looking forward to future instalments. 
And, there is no doubt that this series of 
books, if seen through to completion, will 
constitute the most diagnostically accurate 
treatment ever produced on Australia’s 
orchid flora. | 
Michael Harrison 
Life Member, ANOS Inc 
North Wilberforce, NSW 
Email: mwharrison @ozemail.com.au 


In Australia, the best sources for orchid books are The Australian Orchid 
Foundation (03 9379 3570) and Orchidaceous Books (07 4122 1251 or 
email: gmuller@mary.big.net.au). Some of the harder to obtain titles 
can often be obtained via the Internet through the bookshop of the 


American Orchid Society (www.orchidweb.org) or the extensive 
We have also received a 


Amazon.com (www.amazon.com). 
number of orchid books for review from Peribo Book Distributors, 58 
Beaumont Road, Mt Kuring-gai NSW 2080 (02 9457-0011, or email: 
peribo@bigpond.com) that also have access to many of the Timber 
Press titles. Of course the Australian Orchid Review bookshop 


always has a number of popular texts in stock. 
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Editor’s Report 


hile you’ re reading this (sometime in 

February 2003), I was writing it on 
the 20th of December 2002. Such are the 
requirements of deadlines, printing sched- 
ules, etcetera. Please accept my (and the 
other two members of the editorial team’s) 
belated best wishes for the New Year and 
our hope that your year will have its fair 
share of happiness, satisfaction and enjoy- 
ment. 

As Cymbidium growers, there is always 
a reasonable expectation that we will expe- 
rience all of the above for, along with the 
welcome escape from the pressures and 
worries of modern day life, our orchids gen- 
erally manage to provide us with the satis- 
faction and enjoyment that comes from 
watching them grow, initiate flower spikes 
and, finally, bloom. Hopefully, along the 
way we will also experience the happiness 
that comes from producing a quality flow- 
ering or a reasonable seedling or two. 

Reasonable, and much better than rea- 
sonable, seedlings always go hand in hand 
with the February-March issue of the 
AOR/Cymbidiums Australia as the results 
of the SAGE Horticultural Cymbidium 
Seedling of the Year judged in the previous 
November are published in this issue. 2002 
again saw some outstanding Cymbidium 
seedlings flowered and, from all eligible 
plants, the final nominations from each 
state are published here including the even- 
tual winner. 

Also included in this issue are a number 
of excellent seedlings from the past couple 
of years and which now form part of the 
breeding bank for Kevin Black and Bob 
Battye’s Battack Orchids and are featured 
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here in the Battack Orchids Six-Pack. 

A number of eye-catching cymbidiums 
from the National Cymbidium Show staged 
in Port Adelaide, and the Australian 
Cymbidium Festival held in Ararat, are also 
featured and showcase a little more of the 
almost bewildering array of sizes, shapes, 
colours and types now available in the 
genus Cymbidium. 

Along with the judging of the 2002 
SAGE Horticultural Cymbidium Seedling 
of the Year, November was also the month 
when the various state delegates who make 
up the committee of the Australian 
Cymbidium Society met for the ACS 
Annual General Meeting and State 
Delegates Meeting. The ACS President’s 
Report by Helen Stretch is included here 
and gives a good overview of the activities 
and achievements of the ACS over the past 
twelve months. 

Also in a new initiative, suggested by 
your ACS President, I have a new hat (ACS 
Secretary) which I now don to provide the 
report on the structure and workings of the 
ACS and to highlight some of the initiatives 
and decisions that resulted from the 2002 
meetings. Hopefully, both reports will give 
you all some insight into what the ACS is, 
what it does, and what its aims and values 
are. 

Once again, our best wishes for the com- 
ing year to you all, together with our per- 
sonal wish for Cymbidiums Australia to 
continue to be enjoyable, informative, edu- 
cational and the publication you await with 
eager anticipation every two months. 

Good luck and good growing for 
2003! 


Rob Smith 
Editor 


Dean Roesler 
20 Lawson Road 
Kalbeeba, SA 5118 


Tel/Fax: (08) 8522 6886 
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HOW TO JOIN A 
CYMBIDIUM CLUB 
IN YOUR STATE 


CYMBIDIUM CLUB OF 
AUSTRALIA INC. 


Meetings are held on the 2nd Thursday of 
each month (except December, January 
and February) 

Meetings commence 8.00 p.m. 
Venue: Lakemba Chapter Remembrance Hall, 
220 Lakemba Street, Lakemba, 
Sydney, N.S.W. 

For further details contact 
Secretary, Peter Moore, 

10 Stephanie Street, 

Padstow, N.S.W. 2211 
Phone: (02) 9721 0572 
President, Geoff LeMarne, 

Phone: (02) 9449 9648 


CYMBIDIUM CLUB OF 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA INC. 


Meetings are held on the 4th Wednesday of 
each month (except December and January) 
Auditorium open from 7.00 p.m. — 
Beginners’ Group commences 7.20 p.m. 
Main Meeting commences 8.00 p.m. 
Venue: Burnside Community Centre, 
401 Greenhill Road, Tusmore, Adelaide, S.A. 
For further details contact 
Secretary, Yvonne Longbottom, 

12 Joanne Terrace, 

Parafield Gardens S.A. 5107 
Phone: (08) 8258 3435 
President, Ray Brady, 

Phone: (08) 8254 7136 


THE CYMBIDIUM ORCHID CLUB OF 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA INC. 


Meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of 
each month (except January and February) 
Benching of plants commences 7.15 p.m. 
Popular Vote commences 7.50 p.m. 
Main Meeting commences 8.00 p.m. 
Venue: Belmont Sports & Recreation Club, 
Abernethy Rd, Belmont, W.A. 

For further details contact 
Secretary, Marilyn Thomas, 

17 Broula Road, Kalamunda, WA 6076 
Phone: (08) 9293 0524 
President, Nado Lenkic 
Phone: (08) 9293 3196 


THE CYMBIDIUM ORCHID SOCIETY 
OF VICTORIA INC. 


Meetings are held on 2nd Tuesday of 
each month (except January) 
Popular Vote commences 7.50 p.m. — 
Main Meeting commences 8.00 p.m. 
Venue: Mt. Waverley Youth Centre, 
Millers Crescent, Mt. Waverley, Victoria. 
For further details contact 
Secretary, Kevin Brown, 

4 Riviera Street, Mt Waverley, Victoria 3149 
Phone: (03) 9808 1224 
President, Ken West, 

Phone: (03) 9725 7513 
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Australian Cymbidium Society Inc. 


President’s Report 2002 


Text by Helen Stretch - Photography by Rob Smith 


his year being my first as National 

President has been very rewarding 
with a very successful National Show in 
Adelaide. I would like to thank the 
Delegates for their support and encour- 
agement that has lightened the load. 

All member states have agreed to a 
very workable new National Judging 
Handbook, Minimum National Show 
Schedule, National Show Rules and 
National Award System, and _ this 
achievement has been rewarded with a 
very smooth transition and few prob- 
lems. 

I would like to thank David Allen for 
his efforts over the previous three years 
in leading the Delegates through a very 
busy time to arrive at these new guide- 
lines. 


National Show in Adelaide 

Congratulations to all the winners for 
the outstanding display of the best cym- 
bidiums Australia has to offer. To all the 
interstate or overseas travellers who 
packed their bags or vehicles with dis- 
play props, orchids in pots, cut flowers 
and lots of enthusiasm, I thank you for 
your participation. I always feel every- 
one is a winner when we participate in 
such a great display of our passion for 
cymbidiums. I know I come away 
renewed with enthusiasm and _ great 
plans are made for future purchases and 
renewing friendships. 

The inaugural Fleurijn prize for 
Commercial Cut Flower was awarded 
this year. The Australian Cymbidium 
Society appreciates the interest and 
enthusiasm of Fleurijn in sponsoring this 
prize and stepping in to co-sponsor the 
National Show with Van Schaik’s BIO- 
GRO. We look forward to a long rela- 
tionship with both our major sponsors. 
We also acknowledge the many other 
sponsors who donated prize money and 
have supported Cymbidium growing and 
showing in Australia. 

We were also very fortunate that 
Kevin Butler could step in and become 
the Registrar for the National Show in 
Adelaide on the resignation due to ill 
health of the Victorian Judge, Brian 
Noble. Kevin has been the Registrar at 


Helen Stretch, ACS President. 


the last two shows implementing the 
new Judging guidelines and I would like 
to thank him for his valued input and 
guiding of the ongoing process of 
reviewing them. 

The new Judging guidelines have 
worked well with the method of judging 
the plant before placement into display. 
The Minimum Show Schedule has been 
well accepted and, where appropriate, 
other classes have been added to reflect 
the host state’s budget and interests. 

From the agenda of the Delegates 
Meeting it is anticipated that further 
refinements to the Minimum Show 
Schedule will be forthcoming. 

I would like to thank the states for 
their prompt attention to the agenda 
items and for the thought and due 
process that has enabled these matters to 


be addressed. 


The National Award Register 

The National Award Register has 41 
current awards and applications in 
progress. In the 2001 year, 19 awards 
were presented - 12 from the National 
Show in Sydney and six from state 
awards. In 2002 to date, there have been 
14 awards from the National Show in 
Adelaide and nine applications from 
state awards. The quality of our awarded 
cymbidiums continues to rise with each 
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new flowering of seedlings. 

To be eligible for nomination for a 
National Award Certificate a Cymbidium 
is required to be awarded by a panel of 
judges at a National Show or a 
Cymbidium club state-sponsored show 
or meeting. The club then refers the 
application to the Registrar of Awards 
with three slides and, currently, a $25 
application fee with the plant requiring 
registration with the Royal Horticultural 
Society within 12 months of the award 
being granted or the nomination will be 
cancelled. 


Cymbidiums Australia Editorial 
Panel 

Rob Smith, Noe Smith and Dean 
Roesler have achieved another great 
year with the Australian Orchid Review. 
It gets better and better. Thanks to all the 
contributors over the past year as your 
willingness to provide material enables 
an easier path to production. 

This past year has seen an enthusiastic 
team of Delegates working its way 
toward consensus on most issues and I 
thank them for their support in making 
this year run smoothly. 

Our Treasurer, Kevin Black, is retir- 
ing from his delegate’s position and I 
would like on everyone’s behalf to thank 
him for the outstanding job he has done 
over the years. My thanks to the 
Secretary, Rob Smith, for his role in 
keeping the business functions of the 
society running on schedule. 

Thank you to all the Cymbidium 
enthusiasts who have offered the 
Delegates hospitality over the time of 
our meetings and offered their homes as 
venues. 

As we close the 2002 growing season, 
I reflect on all the goodwill and pleasure 
growing cymbidiums brings to many 
people. I hope next year will be a bumper 
season for you and that we will see a 
growing number of people come to the 
National Show in Ararat in September 


next year. | 
Helen Stretch 

13 Knight Street 

Wembley Downs, Western Australia 
6019 


CYMBIDIUMS AUSTRALIA 


hile we have never had a report 

from the ACS Annual General 
Meeting published in Cymbidiums 
Australia, your President, Helen Stretch, 
suggested that we introduce one and 
there seemed like no better time to start 
that the present. For those who may not 
understand how the ACS works, what it 
does and what its powers are, I thought 
I'd begin with a brief overview. 

The ACS is not a peak body in the 
style of, say, the Australian Orchid 
Council (AOC). Each state Cymbidium 
club is an autonomous organisation in its 
own right, with its own rules, show 
schedules, judging guidelines and award 
systems — and operates all of these as it 
so desires with, of course, its own com- 
mittee of management duly elected by its 
members. 

The state Cymbidium clubs formed 
the ACS and directed that its role should 
be: To promote cymbidiums nationally 
via the AOR and the Cymbidiums 
Australia section it contains; to establish 
a national show schedule and set of 
rules; to secure sponsorship for national 
shows; to formulate a set of judging rules 
and guidelines for use at national shows; 
and, for the purpose of bestowing 
national quality and cultural awards. 

While each member state, in rotation, 
is entitled to host the annual National 
Cymbidium Show using the agreed min- 
imum show schedule, they may add 
extra classes in their host years with 
agreement from the other member states. 

Each year the ACS committee, made 
up of delegates from each member state 
meet for an Annual General Meeting and 
a State Delegates Meeting. At the AGM, 
reports from the President, Editors, 
Treasurer and Auditor are presented and 
office bearers are elected. 

At the delegates meeting agenda items 
relating to the show schedule, show 
rules, judges handbook, awards, and 
etcetera, are discussed and voted on. The 
items for discussion and action are 
directed to the delegates meeting from 
the members and committees in each 
member state. Delegates are generally 
given direction on how to vote by their 
committee although discretion to negoti- 


Australian Cymbidium Society Inc. 
Annual General Meeting 
Report 2002 


Text by Rob Smith 


ate and often to compromise is also gen- 
erally given, otherwise very little 
progress would be made in the limited 
time available. 

While, to varying degrees, most states 
have moved to align their judging guide- 
lines, etcetera, with those formulated by 
the ACS, they are under no compunction 
to do so and can do whatever they like at 
all times, with the exception complying 
with the show rules, show schedule and 
judging guidelines during national 
shows (or if bestowing awards where 
national recognition is required). In real 
terms, the rules and structures of the 
ACS may only affect a state’s members 
for two or three days a year during a 
national show and, even then, only those 
members directly involved. The only 
other impact apparent to state members 
is, of course, the reduced rate subscrip- 
tion to the AOR, in return for which they 
receive one of the world’s premier 
orchid magazines. 

It is no exaggeration to say that the 
ACS is unique in terms of national 
orchid organisations and _ functions 
purely due to the participation, co-oper- 
ation, and goodwill of its member state 
bodies. 

The fact that it has achieved as much 
as it has in its relatively short existence 
is due to the willingness of all member 
states to make the concept work despite 
local agendas, vastly different histories 
and, occasionally, long-standing inter- 
state rivalries. Goodwill is occasionally 
tested and a willingness to compromise 
is often required but, up until now, the 
positive progress made has always far 
outweighed any less-than-ideal out- 
comes, and I am sure that progress will 
continue to be made well into the future. 

While the last two or three years have 
seen many of the original goals set 
become a reality, such as the minimum 
national show schedule, awards register, 
judging handbook, etcetera, there is still 
plenty to be achieved. Fine-tuning of 
these major initiatives will continue over 
time as experience reveals any existing 
shortcomings or suggests additions, 
which may be of benefit. New opportu- 
nities will present themselves and 
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changes in Cymbidium development will 
require responses. As members needs 
and aspirations change, commercial 
aspects evolve, and the development of 
new hybrids expands, the ACS must 
answer new challenges if it is to remain 
relevant. 

Following are a few of the initiatives 
adopted at the 2002 State Delegates 
Meeting — a full report of the proceed- 
ings is available via the minutes com- 
plied over the two days of discussions. 

At the most recent ACS delegates 
meeting changes were made to better 
recognise and reward the efforts of 
exhibitors in display categories, and 
additions to the distinct avenues appar- 
ent in standard (large flower) type breed- 
ing. Recognition has been given to 
breeding lines where large flower size is 
an unrealistic expectation but where 
flower count, shape, floriferousness of 
plant, etcetera, may be worthy of recog- 
nition. 

Further initiatives have been taken to 
promote and better recognise seedlings, 
which, after all, provide the next cham- 
pions and tomorrow’s “must have” 
mericlones. Further progress has been 
made and will continue, to see the ACS 
establish a comprehensive register of 
benchmark cymbidiums and detailed 
award records, including a list of all state 
Cymbidium club-approved judges, to be 
available to all state bodies. Refinements 
in the accreditation forms for cut stem 
exhibits should make life easier for those 
who, due to the problems associated ~ 
with distance, have to ship stems to 
national shows. A rule has been added to 
protect growers who kindly lend host 
plants for displays which stipulates that 
only new stakes may be used with cut 
stems. 

A new system to simplify and 
improve display judging was accepted 
and will apply at the 2003 National 
Cymbidium Show, together with an 
improved system of identifying plants or 
stems nominated for particular classes to 
reduce the chance of human error during 
judging. Also, a checklist is to be com- 
plied and distributed to assist host states 
in the smooth organisation and running 
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containing 


new seedling 


crosses and 


Paradise Wonder x Poetic Ghost 


mericlones. 
: var ‘PRISTINE’ 4N 


Write or phone for 
current mericlone 
and seedling list. 
Plants available 
from compot to 

: flowering size. 


Address: 702 Old Northern Road, 
Dural 2158 

Open: 7 days 9am-3pm 

Phone: 61 2 9651 1294 

Mobile: 0417 440 829 

email: schindler97@hotmail.com 
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of national shows. 

Several items were listed for ongoing 
research during the year and for discus_ 
sion at the next ACS State Delegates 
Meeting, and a number of initiatives 
will be reviewed and assessed based on 
the experience gained this year. 

No report on the recent ACS Annua] 
General Meeting and State Delegates 
Meeting could ignore the fact that it was 
the last meeting attended by Kevin 
Black. In what has been a long and 
important period of service to the ACS 
and to his state club in New South 
Wales, Kevin was one of the founding 
member delegates of the ACS back in 
1995, and he has served continuously 
since that time. Over the years Kevin 
has brought his practical and even- 
handed approach to all aspects of the 
ACS agenda and has served as a com- 
petent and effective Treasurer. Kevin 
has always displayed great organisa- 
tional abilities and a genuine desire to 
see the development of cymbidiums 
and Cymbidium organisations for the 
benefit of all Cymbidium growers and 
will, I’m sure, continue to play an 
important role into the future. On behalf 
of the ACS I extend gratitude and 
thanks to Kevin and wish both him and 
Robyn, his wife, all the best for the 
future. 

A mix of experience and new blood, 
ideas and views is an important combi- 
nation for any successful organisation 
and the ACS is no exception. With 
Kevin’s departure, the ACS is left with 
only two delegates who have been 
involved since foundation, in Dean 
Roesler from South Australia and 
David Allen from Victoria, both of 
whom have made large and very signif- 
icant contributions to the ACS and 
cymbidiums in general over the years. 
The ongoing roles for both Dean and 
David due to their ability, experience 
and historical knowledge is, I believe, 
important to the ACS and, while I don’t 
wish to pressure either of them (or their 
state clubs) I hope the ACS will be able 
to rely on their services for some time to 
come. 

Please remember that copies of all 
minutes, reports, etcetera, are sent to 
each Delegate and state club Secretary 
following these annual meetings and 
anyone wishing to read those minutes, 
or enquire about a particular item only 
has to ask. As with your state body, the 
ACS is your organisation. 

Best wishes and good growing. i 

Rob Smith 
Secretary 
Australian Cymbidium Society Inc 
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SAGE Horticultural 


proud sponsor of the 


SAGE Horticultural Cymbidium 
Seedling of the Year 


Company Information 


SAGE Horticultural has been servicing 
the nursery industry and the home gar- 
dener in Australia for over 30 years. The 
company commenced business in 1970 
manufacturing and selling a range of 
equipment including green houses, heat- 
ing and propagation equipment to a 
rapidly expanding nursery industry, as 
well as being a major supplier of irrigation 


equipment and many other products for 
the hobby gardener. 


The SAGE Horticultural Cymbidium 
Connection 


I first met Bob Campbell, the owner of 
SAGE Horticultural, in 1995 at a Farm 
Expo held in Ararat. A request to become 
a sponsor of the Australian Cymbidium 
Society (ACS) Orchid of the Year was met 
with a positive and friendly “Yes.” An 
eight-year union with Bob and his com- 
pany is one the ACS is most grateful for. 


Warehouse Visit 


State delegates attending the 2002 ACS 
State Delegates Meeting held in 
Melbourne, Victoria, were thrilled when 
given the opportunity to visit the SAGE 
Horticultural premises at 121 Herald 
Street, Cheltenham, to meet Bob Campbell 
and have the privilege of a guided tour and 
explanation of the company and the prod- 


ucts it supplies to nurseries and home gar- 
deners. 


Product List 


The following product list gives some 
idea of the comprehensive range either 
developed and made in-house by SAGE 
Horticultural, or imported from overseas, 
or sourced locally to cover the needs of 
their varied client base. 
¢ Heated propagation trays 
¢ Accessories for propagation trays 
¢ Seedling punnet trays 
¢ Ready to go “Combo” kits for propaga- 

tion and seed raising 
¢ Kwik-Pot cell trays 
* Trays, tubes, pots and labels 
¢ Propagation thermometers 
¢ Minimum/maximum thermometers 
¢ Soil and moisture meters 


Text by Dean Roesler 


¢ Hormone rooting gel 

¢ Potting mix 

¢ Propagation and seed-raising mix 

¢ Perlite, Vermiculite, Gro-Wool and 
Coco Peat 

* Glass houses 

¢ Shade houses 

¢ Plastic-covered houses 

¢ Accessories for green houses — paint, 
tape, clips and replacement glass 

¢ Heating and cooling for green houses 

* Shade cloth and green house plastic 

¢ Weed mat 

¢ Vitall Liquid Fertiliser & Soil 
Conditioner 

¢ Vitall Plus Fungicide & Insecticide 

¢ Vitall Weed & Moss Controller 

¢ Hydroponic nutrients and growing 
mediums 

¢ Hydroponic “Future Garden Grow Box” 

* Capillary matting 

¢ Gardener’s knee-protector pads 

¢ Secateurs and pruners 

¢ Spiral garden stakes 

¢ Plant ties 

¢ Whole-garden hanging baskets 

* Loo garden 

¢ Stands and flat and tiered benching 

¢ Universal pot plant roller 

¢ Plant tower 

¢ Nursery trolleys 

¢ Dramm watering wands and accessories 

¢ Koplast sprayers from 1.5 litre up to 9 
litre 


A Talk with Bob Campbell 

The horticultural industry has seen 
many changes over the years. With that 
change comes a requirement for constant 
research and development. I asked Bob a 
series of questions. 

Dean: “Your company produces a num- 
ber of its own fertilisers and chemicals. 
Could you tell us about them?” 

Bob: “We’re now in a position to pro- 
vide a wide range of specialised products 
to suit the requirements of individuals in 
agricultural, horticultural, forestry and 
hydroponic industries. All of our fertilis- 
ing products are manufactured with high 
purity chemicals. Therefore, no toxic ele- 
ments are present in our products.” 
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“Our current research programs in con- 
junction with universities help customers 
to analyse their soils, plant leaf tissues and 
crops with modern high-accuracy auto- 
mated instruments. Our fertliser formula- 
tions are always based on eco-friendly, 
non-leaching, economical and high-per- 
formance factors.” 

Dean: “I believe you’re particularly 
pleased with your product called Vitall 
Plus.” 

Bob: “Yes, and it’s commonly used by 
orchid growers. Vitall Plus is a combination 
of macro and micro nutrients, some of them 
in chelated form, and plant extracts of gar- 
lic, chilli and natural plant oil, which sup- 
presses many diseases and insects. Vitall 
Plus can be used as a root or foliar spray. 
When applied it can suppress diseases such 
as botrytis, fusarium, phytophthora, pow- 
dery mildew, pythium, rhizoctonia, rust, 
and sclerontinia. Also, when Vitall Plus is 
used continually it builds up the immune 
system in plants and this increases the effi- 
ciency of antibiotics in the plant extracts 
and balances the pH of the water.” 

Dean: “Equipment to help dispense fer- 
tiliser, or to help with growers’ watering 
needs are most sought after. You’ve shown 
us anumber of these and I’d like you to tell 
readers about them.” 

Bob: “Certainly, and some items should 
be of great benefit to orchid growers too, I 
would think. Firstly, there’s the Ultra Bio 
Mister. It’s been developed in response to 
the demand for an environmentally 
friendly, ergonomic, and yet highly effi- 
cient mist applicator. It delivers ultra-fine 
misting of about 20-40 microns which 
helps particles stay in the air longer, but 
this doesn’t cause a change in the chemical 
composition of the product used. It comes 
with three nozzles for variable rates and 
can disperse mist up to a distance of a max- 
imum of eight metres.” 

“Another SAGE product we have to 
help in this area are our mist jets. These 
jets are precision-made under strict qual- 
ity-controlled conditions to emit a con- 
stant, gentle mist essential to growers and 
propagators of fine plants. In addition to 
the mist jets there is the Balance Arm 
Sensor that works on the principle of evap- 
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How YOUR 
COMPUTER 
CAN HELP 
YOUR 
WINDOWSILL 


‘Reticape: ihe American Orchid Society 


*anheatQaswv 8B 
NS eS 


If your sunny windowsill is lonely and in 
need of something green and flowery, 
log on now to the American Orchid 
Society’s very popular Web site — 
Orchid Web® — for helpful and exten- 


sive tips on orchid growing. Enjoy 


inspiring color photographs, a calen- 


dar of orchid events and other helpful 


orchid advice. Orchid Forum, devel- 


oped as an information exchange plat- 


form, is visited regularly by novice and 


advanced growers throughout the world. 


Founded in 1921, the AOS is the 


world’s number-one orchid-information 


source — just ask 30,000 members 


worldwide. On-site membership appli- 


cation is available along with conve- 


nient, secured shopping in The AOS 
BookShop and Orchid Emporium. 


American Orchid Society 
Department AORMAG 
16700 AOS Lane 

Delray Beach, Florida 33446-4351 
Telephone 561-404-2000 

Fax 561-404-2100 

E-mail TheAOS@aos.org 

Web site orchidweb.org 


AmOrcSoc 
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§ Miriam Ann 
Orchids 


Alan & Miriam Merriman 
89 Levy Street, 
Glenbrook NSW 2773 
The Orchid People 


Sydney’s only one 
stop Orchid Shop 
We carry a large range of 
orchid requisits 
Port Pots always in stock 
We have a large range of 
Tassie Spag. Moss in all pack sizes 
Stakes - Water Breakers 
Nie-co Rolls 
Thermometers 
PH and EC Meters 
Sydney Agent for Woolf Orchidculture 
ALAN’S FERTLIZER 
HANDBOOK 
Price $10.45 including postage 
ALAN’S PEST and DISEASE 
HANDBOOK 
Price $18.70 per copy including postage 
* Nursery open most weekends 
for all your orchid requisits 
* Growing classes held monthly 


PHONE: 0247 395 141 
Fax 0247 398 090 


email: mirannorchids @ emunet.com.au 
8 web: www.emunet.com.au/~mirannorchids/ 
3 BANKCARD, MASTERCARD AND VISA 


Do you love 
Cymbidiums and 
Paphiopedilums? 


The Cymbidium Society of 
America invites you to join 


Membership includes six issues 
of the colourful 
Orchid Adventures magazine 


CURRENT ANNUAL DUES 
US$30.00 


(Includes Surface mail postage) 


ADD US$20.00 for overseas Air Mail 


[VISA, MASTERCARD, JCB or 
cheques in U.S. funds only] 


c/o Matthew Swift, 
Membership Secretary 
6658 Carnelian Street, 

Rancho Cucamonga, 
CA 91701-4515 USA 
Phone/Fax 909-483-5590 
E-mail cymsociety @ prodigy.net 
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oration. As the moisture evaporates from 
the mesh arm, the arm tips upward and, at 
a preset position, switches on the misting 
system. As the mist collects on the mesh 
arm, the weight of the water tips the arm 
down to a preset position that switches the 
misting system off.” 

“There’s also a small Dosmatic fertiliser 
injector suitable for hobbyist gardeners that 
should be available by the time everyone’s 
reading this, although the larger versions 
have been available for a while. It’s easy to 
use, water-driven, accurate, and reliable at 
all flow rates. This injector reduces costs 
with no wastage of fertiliser or chemicals 
you use. The ratio rates are 0.5 to 2.5% and 
this unit can be made up on a trolley if 
you’re wanting more mobility.” 

Dean: “Now that water is becoming an 
increasingly more expensive item could 
you tell us about your capillary watering 
trays?” 

Bob: “It’s not a new method of water- 
ing, but it’s one that orchid growers might 
like to take a look at as it’s suitable for 
benches. The galvanised trays control the 
watering of plants with a minimum of fuss 
and you can save up to 80% of your nor- 
mal water usage. The standard trays have 
32mm sides and a safety lip but we’re also 
able to manufacture them to specification. 
This system enables watering every one to 
two weeks which saves a lot of time water- 
ing plants as the wet capillary mat lines a 
metal insert and sits on the bottom of the 
tray allowing the water to be drawn up by 
the plant as it’s needed.” 

“Other products we have that are 
designed to help you with watering are 
Dramm watering wands and accessories, 
which also come in complete sets that 
include extension handle, water breaker, 
on/off switch, and adaptor, ready to attach 
to your standard garden hose. The wands 
have a variety of lengths designed to elim- 
inate the need to stretch or stoop and the 
water breaker heads also come in a variety 
of sizes to suit your requirements. Fog-it 
nozzles are designed for gentle watering of 
delicate seedlings, or for a soft mist that 
will not harm tender plants and they’re 
made of solid brass with three jets on each 
head, each producing a solid cone of mist.” 

“We also stock Haws watering cans, 
which are distributed throughout the world 
and are the finest you can buy. These are 
manufactured in a variety of sizes and a 
choice of either plastic or metal construc- 
tion.” 

Dean: “Thanks for sharing this infor- 
mation with us Bob. We’d very much like 
take look at other products distributed by 
your company too, next year perhaps, but 
thank you once more for sponsoring this 
prestigious ACS award — the SAGE 
Cymbidium Seedling of the Year.” | 
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SAGE Horticultural 
Cymbidium Seedling 
of the Year 2002 


Text by Dean Roesler 


Cym. Kimberley Winter ‘Tee Pee’ Owned by Terry Poulton 
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Congratulations Terry Poulton 

This year’s crop of state seedling nominations pre- 
sented the judging panel with the daunting, yet pleasant, 
task of selecting a winner. Congratulations to Terry 
Poulton for winning the SAGE _ Horticultural 
Cymbidium Seedling of the Year 2002 with his plant of 
Cym. Kimberley Winter “Tee Pee’ (Kelly’s Winter x 
Allumination). This is the second occasion on which 
Terry has taken out this major award, a feat many of us 
I’m sure would like to emulate. 


Cymbidium Seedling of 
the Year 

Cym. Kimberley Winter 
“Tee Pee’ was the Victorian 
nomination for the 
Standard section where it 
gained highest points. I 
asked Terry to tell his story 
about the winner: 

“On a trip to South 
Australia in 1997, it was 
New Year’s Day, I rang 
Dean Roesler and asked if 
he would be home and if he 
would like a visitor. “No 
worries,” he replied, “call 
in and see me.” Like any 
good Cymbidium grower I 
asked if he had anything 
new and good to sell. Dean 
had made a cross onto 
Cym.  Kelly’s_ _—_ Winter 
‘Patricia’ using pollen 
given to him by the late Bert Cusack from his awarded 
plant of Cym. Allumination ‘Trus’. I thought this was an 
interesting cross and so I bought a couple of flasks from 
Dean. The same cross was made by Peter Sunderland of 
Kimberley Orchids, who has named the cross Cym. 
Kimberley Winter. 

The first of my plants flowered in 2000 (two plants). 
In 2001 I flowered 12 plants, winning Best Seedling four 
times at different shows, with different plants on each 
occasion. About half of these seedlings which have 
flowered have been green, the other half yellow. 

I take plants from flasks and plant them directly into 
cell trays and grow them on for approximately 12 
months before transferring them into 125mm _ pots. 
When large enough they are potted into 180mm pots to 
flower. After they flower the ones I keep are potted into 
a larger pot, while those not good enough to keep are 
sold. Each plant is watered every day using a dripper on 
the pot. On very hot days an overhead watering system 
is used to keep the plants cool, this helps to initiate spikes 


Terry Poulton standing in his new glasshouse 


(so I’m told). The fertiliser I use is a mixture given to me 
by Greg Bryant called ‘Bryants Wonder Brew’ for cym- 
bidiums, and is not to be released to anyone. 

Thanks must go to Bob Campbell of SAGE 
Horticultural for making this award possible. His prod- 
ucts help us all grow better plants. 


Best Intermediate Cymbidium 
Cym. Ruby Valley ‘Hooly Dooly’ owned by Alec 


Canala from South Australia was the worthy winner of 
this section. A_ brilliant 
purple/red flower with an 
outstanding contrasting lip 
‘Hooly Dooly’ was judged 
to be Champion Seedling 
at the 2002 National 
Cymbidium Orchid Show 
held at Port Adelaide, 
South Australia. At the 
same show it was granted 
an Highly Commended 
Certificate gaining 78 
points. 


Best Miniature 


Cymbidium 
Cym. Cindy Lou ‘Chieko 
Harano’ owned _ by 


Helmuth Gerber from 
South Australia. This sec- 
tion was closely fought 
with Helmuth’s plant win- 
ning against a group of 
very lovely miniatures. A 
delightful, perky little white, the plant carried three 
spikes which averaged 18 flowers each. This plant won 
Best Miniature Seedling at the Cymbidium Club of 
South Australia’s Spring Show. Helmuth named the 
plant “Chieko Harano’ after Chieko, wife of Gus Harano, 
who Helmuth met at an orchid show in Adelaide during 
the late 1980’s. 


Best Novelty Cymbidium 

Cym. Magic Times owned by Kevin Butler of Ezi-Gro 
Orchids from Western Australia. From a crossing made 
by Kevin using Cym. Valley Bay as the pod parent and 
Cym. Cleo’s Melody ‘Freakout’ as the pollen parent. 
Kevin says, “About 50% of the cross were peloric, with 
quite a number of those opening naturally. The majority 
of the cross were green, with quite a few plants being far 
superior to this one.” 

Congratulations to all the winners and those who were 
fortunate enough to have had their seedlings nominated 
for this award. O 
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Best Standard Cymbidium 


Cym. Kimberley Winter “Tee Pee’ 


New South Wales Nomination Victorian Nomination 


Cym. Flaming Pepper ‘Kahlua’ Cym. Kimberley Winter “Tee Pee’ 
Parentage: (Yowie Pepper x Khan Flame) Parentage: (Kelly’s Winter x Allumination) 
Owner: Greg Bryant Owner: Terry Poulton 

Hybridiser: Bryants Orchids Hybridiser: Dean Roesler 


South Australian Nomination Western Australian Nomination 


Cym. Kimberley Winter Cym. Brenda 
Parentage: (Kelly’s Winter x Allumination) Parentage: (Jessica Dubroff x George Boulton) 
Owner: Moss Bray/Sims Orchids Owner: Kevin Butler/Ezi-Gro Orchids 
Hybridiser: Peter Sunderland/Kimberley Orchids Hybridiser: Andrew Easton/Geyserland Orchids 
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Best Intermediate Cymbidium 


Cym. Ruby Valley ‘Hooly Dooly’ 


New South Wales Nomination sth Fanti fo 
Cym. Flaming Pepper ‘Kirawee’ Victorian Nomination 
Parentage: (Yowie Pepper x Khan Flame) Cym. (Red Beauty x Katydid) 


Owner: Rob Turtle Owner: Andy Tran 
Hybridiser: Bryants Orchids Hybridiser: Schaefers Orchids 


Western Australian Nomination 


South Australian Nomination 


Cym. Ruby Valley “Hooly Dooly’ Cym. Festival “Looking Great’ 
Parentage: (Valley Regent x Ruby Eyes) Parentage: (Winter Wonder x Harry Sakell) 
Owner: Alec Canala Owner: Kevin Butler/Ezi-Gro Orchids 


Hybridiser: Deane Mills Orchids Hybridiser: Kevin Butler/Ezi-Gro Orchids 
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Best Miniature Cymbidium 


Cym. Cindy Lou ‘Chieko Harano’ 


New South Wales Nomination Victorian Nomination 


Cym. Mini Khan “Prima Donna’ Cym. Gypsy Rose 
Parentage: (Sylvan Khan x Minneken) Parentage: (Jessie Blakiston x Rotorua) 
Owner: Bob Battye/Battack Orchids Owner: Kimberley Orchids 


Hybridiser: Kevin Black/Battack Orchids Hybridiser: Dean Roesler 


South Australian Nomination 
Cym. Cindy Lou ‘Chieko Harano’ 


Parentage: (Sarah Jean x Dolly) Parentage: (Globetrotter x Stanley Fouraker) 
Owner: Helmuth Gerber Owner: Kevin Butler/Ezi-Gro Orchids 
Hybridiser: Andrew Easton/Geyserland Orchids Hybridiser: Andrew Easton/Geyserland Orchids 


Western Australian Nomination 


The Australian Orchid Review, February/March 2003 


53 


Best novelty Cymbidium 


Cym. Magic Times 


Victorian Nomination 


Cym. (Sunset x Red Beauty) 
Owner: H & G Taylor 
Hybridiser: Unknown 


Western Australian Nomination 


Cym. Magic Times 
Parentage: (Valley Bay x Cleo’s Melody) 
Owner: Kevin Butler/Ezi-Gro Orchids 
Hybridiser: Kevin Butler/Ezi-Gro Orchids 
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A Simple But Effective 
Bug Spray 


Text by Rob Smith 


M22: of you may already know and, 
perhaps, use this recipe for a rela- 
tively safe and very effective bug spray. 
We have been using it for about ten years 
or so and know of quite a few other people 
who relied on it when we first heard about 
it. We don’t know who invented this con- 
coction, but offer our sincere thanks to 
whom ever it was. 

The formula goes as follows — to make 
us half a litre (500mls) add together in a 
spray bottle 10mls of White Oil, 40mls of 
Pyrethrum, and 450mls of water and give 
ita shake to mix. For larger quantities sim- 
ply multiply the proportions to suit your 
needs. 

Make sure the Pyrethrum is a concen- 
trated form, not the pre-diluted type avail- 
able in spray bottles. In our area, the Yates 
brand is commonly available and comes in 
a flat-sided green bottle with a clear mea- 
suring cup clipped to the side (as with 
some weed killers these days). 

Over the years we have found this mix- 
ture to be effective against scale, mealy 
bug, red spider, and just about anything 
else which crawls or flies around the 
orchid house or garden. What isn’t killed 
outright by the Pyrethrum is suffocated by 
the White Oil. For best results, a second 
application about 10-15 days after the first 
will pick up any new hatchlings from eggs 
which had already been laid and had sur- 
vived. 

We generally keep a 500ml pump-type 
sprayer handy with this mixture made up 
for spot spraying, or to treat new plants 
arriving in our collection. To spray our 
whole collection (usually in spring to early 
summer if there are signs of scale on our 
plants) we rely on a pressure-type spray 
bottle and wand and make sure we spray 
down into the base of the blubs and up 
under the leaves. 

Just remember to always wear protec- 
tive clothing and equipment even though, 
if compared to other chemical cocktails 
this spray is reasonably safe, anything 
which kills other living things can’t be 
entirely safe for humans. Always change 
out of the clothing you wear when spray- 
ing any poisons and wash or shower as 
soon as possible. 

The only other provisos to using this 
spray are not to spray developing buds or 
flowers. It might not do any harm, but we 
err on the side of caution due to the White 
Oil content. Also, as with any other spray, 


don’t apply to your plants in hot weather or 
bright sunlight, to avoid the risk of dam- 
age. Perhaps we’re just lucky with regard 
to which bugs choose to visit our orchids, 
but since we were told about this mixture 
we haven’t had to buy any of the generally 
expensive and often potentially dangerous 
heavy-duty commercial formulas as this 
mixture hasn’t failed us yet. 

For anyone looking for a bug killer 
which can be sprayed on plants in bud with 
relative safety we’ ve found Mortein House 
& Garden to be very reliable. The prod- 
uct’s active constituents are Bioallethrin 
and Biosmethrin in water. This product 
kills ants, aphids, caterpillars, thrips, bee- 
tles, etc, and doesn’t damage flower bud — 
although we did accidentally discover 
along the way that Maidenhair fern does 
not react well to it. | 

Rob Smith 
24 William Hunter Court 
Rosebud, Victoria 3939 


phone or mail. 
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Flora Laboratories — 
Credit Where Credit 


is Due 


The Cymbidium Orchid 
Society of Victoria points out a 
significant omission from the 
listed sponsors as published for 
the 2002 Australian Cymbidium 
Orchid Festival held at Ararat 
this year. Andre Cleghorn’s 
Flora Laboratories have long 
been a sponsor of COSV shows 
and each year provides six 
flasks of mericlones of the 
Champion Cymbidium of the 
Show as an adjunct to the cham- 
pion’s prize. Despite the regular 
checks and proof reading, Flora 
Laboratories was left off the 
show schedule and show 
results. All sponsors are impor- 
tant and long-standing regular 
sponsors especially so. COSV 
offers its apologies Andre. 


Introducing... 


Valley Zenith “Glenwood” 
We created this clone from 
(Valley Zenith “Green Orb” 


x Valley Zenith “#841”). 


An exact remake has been 


made and flasks may be 
ordered now. 


Stocks are limited. 


Our Cymbidium Flask offerings for 2003 will be released during 
February and a copy may be obtained on request. 


Copies may be requested from either our web site, by e-mail, by 


Photos of an extensive range of our parent plants eating can 
also be reviewed on our internet site. 


Looking for advanced unflowered seedlings? We have exten- 
sive stocks of advanced seedling plants. 


Our contact details are: 

Post: 1265 Western Port Hwy Langwarrin Vic 3910 
Phone: (03) 9782 2668 Fax: (03) 9782 2469 
Web Site: www.glenorchids.com.au 

Email: glenorchids @ ebbs.com.au 


Battack Orchids Six-Pack 


Text and photography by Kevin Black and Bob Battye 


s friends and orchid growers for 
A over 20 years, Cymbidium hybri- 

dising began to form an impor- 
tant part of our hobby around two 
decades ago. Over the years the interest 
in hybridising was shared with good 
friend Fred Weir, but remained a per- 
sonal interest until the late 1980’s to 
early 1990’s. With help and access to 
pollen from Greg Bryant and Rob 
Pollock and his father, breeding lines 
began to be developed. It was clear that 
miniature and intermediate breeding 
was something of a neglected area in 
Australia with few hybridists producing 
new material in those smaller types of 
flowers. Encouragement to develop 
miniature and intermediate hybrids, sug- 
gested crossings and further encourage- 
ment to expand and “go public” from 
Greg Bryant helped in our decision to 
launch Battack Orchids. The following 
profiles and pictures represent some of 
the results from our hybridising and give 
a brief view of current and future par- 


ents. 


Cym. Autumn Beauty ‘Gold Penny’ 
This beautiful yellow to gold minia- 
ture with its red-barred lip has naturally 
erect spikes carrying 20-plus blooms on 
its best spikes. All the flowers are held 
above the moderately compact foliage. 
Flowering between mid-May to mid- 
July, we often refer to ‘Gold Penny’ as 
the miniature equivalent of Cym. 
Arcadian Sunrise ‘Golden Fleece’. Cym. 
Autumn Beauty ‘Gold Penny’ is a 
triploid (3n) by breeding, resulting from 
the crossing of the diploid Cym. Red 
Beauty ‘Tabasco’ (a cross between two 
Red Beautys made by John Gulbis) and 


the tetraploid Cym. Kath Nicholson 
‘Autumn’. 


Cym. Richard Tauber ‘Genesis’ 
(Radiant Harry x Vogelsang) 

This fabulously productive miniature 
can be grown with spikes erect when 
staked, or semi-arching. It has produced 
up to 30 blooms per spike and the flow- 
ers are highlighted by their stunning 
dark red labellums, which stand out dra- 
matically. Depending upon the degree of 
light or shade provided to the buds, 
‘Genesis’ can flower from medium to 
soft pink. Some of the earlier crosses 
made with ‘Genesis’ should start to 
flower in the coming season and we 
expect ‘Genesis’ to become an excep- 
tional parent. 


Cym. Mini Khan ‘Carousel’ 

‘Carousel’ comes from the very suc- 
cessful crossing of Cym. Minneken 
‘Beni Bouton’ crossed onto Cym. Sylvan 
Khan ‘Prince’. ‘Prince’ is a small stan- 
dard with very shapely flowers carried 
on powerful upright spikes. ‘Carousel’ is 
a stunning June to July flowering mid- 
pink which carried three self-supporting 
upright spikes on only its second flower- 
ing in 2002. ‘Carousel’ has been incor- 
porated into our breeding program as 
part of our next generation of parents. 
There have been a number of good 
clones result from the Cym. Mini Khan 
cross, with ‘Carousel’ being one we rate 
highly. 


Cym. Akatoy ‘Carnival’ 

Cym. Akatoy was produced from the 
crossing of Cym. Masao Toya ‘Dolores’ 
onto Cym. Akebono ‘Dural’. While 


“The best fragrance of all...” 


So said Don Burke when describing 
the fragrance of Australia’s brown boronia. 
This same fragrance is available in one of our 
most popular Cymbidiums... 

Brunette ‘Chocolate Mint’? AD/AOC 
Hybidised by Simon Lenkic of Simon Lenkic 
Orchids, the exquisite fragrance of this exotic 
Cymbidium sinense hybrid has been in demand 
since it was awarded in 1981, 17 years ago. 
This popular and timeless appeal is evident in 
many of the selected Cymbidiums we choose 


to offer our customers. 
Phone or send for your Catalogue today. 


Free catalogue available 

In our regular Cymbidium Catalogue you will 
find a large range of miniatures, intermediates 
and standards. Most are selected for eye 
appeal plus ease of growth and flowering. 


Ask for your free Catalogue today 
We are open from June to October inclusive. 
6 days a week, 10am to 5pm, closed Tuesdays. 

Other times by appointment. 


Peter Chiles Orchids 
5 Peacock Avenue GAWLER SA 5188 
Phone: (08) 85223883 
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‘Dural’ is not a reliable parent as far as 
producing viable seed is concerned, the 
results achieved from its use have been 
worthwhile. ‘Carnival’ is an unusually 
coloured September flowering interme- 
diate and was chosen as the Australian 
Cymbidium Society SAGE Cymbidium 
Seedling of the Year in the Novelty class 
in 1998. With its different appearance it 
is much admired and its reduced foliage 
size and upright spikes carrying up to 20 
blooms add to its appeal. It was also the 
first of the Cym. Akatoy cross to flower. 


Cym. Bing Santa ‘Hosanna’ 

From the crossing of Cym. Bingo 
‘Croydon’ 4n with Cym. Hazel Tyers 
‘Santa Maria’ 4n, ‘Hosanna’ has out- 
standing potential. The plant produces a 
nice length strong spice with the top 
quarter tending to arch slightly. 
‘Hosanna’ carries its up to 22 very even 
soft pink blooms above the foliage. 
Although this intermediate had pedicels 
a little on the short side so that there is a 
degree of bunching on the spike, its 
flowers are of reasonable shape and dis- 
play an outstandingly wide labellum 
with distinctive red markings, which 
attract you as soon as you see it. 


Cym. Katy’s Gold ‘Dural’ 

The Cym. Katy’s Gold grex has 
proven to be a very good cross and has 
been made a number of times by differ- 
ent hybridisers using different varieties 
of Cym. Katydid. The two most popular 
versions have both been tetraploids (4n) 
using either ‘Veridian’ or ‘Ivy May’. 
Cym. Katy’s Gold ‘Dural’ is from the 
version combining Cym. Katydid 
‘Veridian’ 4n with Cym. Pharoah’s Gold 
‘John’s Delight’ 4n. It is an alba inter- 
mediate in the green to yellow shades 
(perhaps a grellow?) and it produces 
upright spikes, quite often two per 
mature green bulb, and displays its 
blooms very well. To date, ‘Dural’ has 
given us five spikes in a seven-inch 
squat pot on its best flowering and car- 
ried 20 blooms per spike. With a flower- 
ing time of July through to August this is 
a stunning clone for the specimen show 
growers and also has enormous com- 


mercial potential. a 
Kevin Black and Bob Battye 
Battack Orchids 


17 Kerrie Crescent 
Peakhurst, New South Wales 2110 
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Cym. Autumn Beauty ‘Gold Penny’ 


Cym. Mini Khan ‘Carousel’ Cym. Akatoy ‘Carnival’ 


Cym. Bing Santa ‘Hosanna’ Cym. Katy’s Gold ‘Dura 
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Eye-catching Cymbidiums 
at Ararat 2002 


Text and photography by Rob and Noe Smith 
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n Dean Roesler’s unavoidable absence 

from Ararat (the very first time Dean 
has missed a Cymbidium show there) 
we've taken the opportunity to present 
some of the cymbidiums that caught our 
eyes. While these cymbidiums didn’t 
make the list of class champions, all have 
desirable features and in some cases may 
only need a season or two’s growth to 
improve their chances on the show bench. 
Some may never win a show ribbon, but 
that doesn’t matter because they have a 
beauty all of their own. Some may never 
be a stud plant or have commercial poten- 
tial, but there are many reasons why we 
grow or like the plants we do and the huge 
variety of sizes, types, shapes and colours 
of cymbidiums is sure part of their attrac- 
tion. 

Cym. (Baltic Harvest x Alexandra 
Beauty), grown and shown by David Wain 
and hybridised by Schaefers Orchids is 
another of the current crop of cymbidiums 
exhibiting fiery autumn tones — colour 
only dreamed of in cymbidiums until 
recent years. This good-sized standard 
may not have award shape but it carried its 
blooms well on a strong stem of good 
length and, with its colour and bright 
banded lip as a highlight, it is certainly an 
eye-catcher. 

Cym. (Mighty Mouse x Miss Muffett), 
just one of the many attractive miniature- 
sized cymbidiums featured in the display 
of Malcolm and Velda Osborn. Again, 
orange tones have come through in this 
particular variety of the crossing of the 
proven high-colour breeder Cym. Mighty 
Mouse in this combination with the com- 
pact and floriferous Cym. devonianum- 
based Cym. Miss Muffet. Certainly not big 
on flower form, this little beauty makes up 
for it with floriferousness, compact size 
and plenty of colour. 

Cym. Pepper’s Fire ‘Masquerade’ 
featured in Carolin and David Allen’s dis- 
play. One of a number of peloric-type 
mutations that have appeared from this 
grex, ‘Masquerade’ makes an eye-catch- 
ing sight. Not all peloric-type flowers are 
particularly balanced or attractive to my 
eyes, at least (Rob), but this variety has 
reasonable flower form and proportion to 
complement the impact of its distinctive 
markings and attractive labellum. With a 


Cym. (Baltic Harvest x Alexandra Beauty). 


reasonable flower count well spaced on a 
tallish spike this orchid should produce 
quite an impressive display when it makes 
another season to two’s growth. 
Cym.Summer Clouds ‘John Charles’, 
another desirable miniature displayed by 
Malcolm and Velda Osborn, this dainty 
white has gained a fair bit of attention as a 
stud plant and has many features to rec- 


Cym. Little Sarah ‘No. 3’. 


ommend it to Cymbidium breeders. In this 
possibly tetraploid version, flower stems 
are strong and carry good numbers of 
blooms held clear above the foliage. Its 
lightly marked labellum has good shape 
and is outstanding for a Cymbidium that 
has Cym. pumilum as one parent, in that it 
doesn’t roll under even as the flowers age. 
Being floriferous and compact ‘John 
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Charles’ would make a fine specimen 
plant as well as a valuable parent. 

Cym. Little Sarah ‘No. 3’, another 
example from what has been a most suc- 
cessful cross for Paradisia Orchids. 
Numerous Cym. Little Sarah’s have been 
shown in recent years, all in soft to candy 
pink tones, except for this attractive vari- 
ety. Along with its striking feathered petals 
and sepals ‘No. 3’ displayed all of the fea- 
tures that have made its sibling so popular 


ie | 


Cym. Summer Clouds ‘John Charles’. 


_— 


- compact plant size, floriferousness, and 
vigour. Surprises like this one are part of 
what makes seedlings so rewarding to 
grow and flower. 

Cym. (Sleeping Beauty ‘Sarah Jean’ x 
Janis Lin), another Cymbidium featured 
in the display of Malcolm and Velda 
Osborn, this seedling resulting from a 
crossing made by Glenn Heylen. Several 
varieties from the cross were on display at 
Ararat with this one being the best for 


Cym. Pepper’s Fire ‘Masquerade’. 


flower form. While flower size on the 
small plant exhibited was barely above 
miniature size, future flowerings as the 
plant matures will probably see flower size 
increase somewhat. Regardless of size 
there is plenty of potential here, and future 
flowerings should be interesting. | 


Rob and Noe Smith 
24 William Hunter Court 
Rosebud, Victoria 3939 


Cym. (Sleeping Beauty ‘Sarah Jean’ x Janis Lin). 
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Text and photography by Rob Smith 


Blye-catching cymbidiums seen at 
H-major shows is a concept Dean 
Roesler introduced early in the history of 
Cymbidiums Australia. The idea of 
show-casing a few of the many hundreds 
of flowers which don’t get featured in 
show reports and articles, where major 
champions and best in class winners are 
and should be shown, has always proven 
popular with readers. After all, not every- 
one has the opportunity to attend all or 
even some of the shows staged in a busy 
season, and tastes in cymbidiums vary 
widely. The following are a few of the 
cymbidiums, which caught my eye at the 
national, show staged in Port Adelaide 
last August. 

Cym. Polkadot ‘Parade’ is an unusu- 
ally marked novelty-type large flower 


Cym. Rotorua ‘Spellbound’. 


exhibited by Dean Roesler. Along with its 
strong golden orange tones, the unique 
striping effect made up of numerous red 
spots extending along only half of the 
petals guarantees its eye-catching creden- 
tials. While flower form won’t win any 
awards it novelty value drew numerous 
comments from other growers and visi- 
tors to the show. 

Cym. Rotorua ‘Spellbound’ was 
shown by Paradisia Orchids and is the 
result of a mericlone mutation of the 
famous Cym. Rotorua ‘Rose’. Not only 
has feathering, or variegation, shown up 
in the flowers, but the foliage has come 
out heavily variegated too. Whether you 
like these peloric-type mutations or not, 
they are certainly attention-grabbers and 
always seem to be popular when shown. 


Cym. (Dolores Hoyt x Tom Thumb). 


Cym. (Touchstone x Dolly) ‘Tip Top’ 
was shown by Jan and Andy Leamon. A 
sure-fire candidate for specimen 
Cymbidium growers, the plant pictured 
was a seedling on compact plant growth 
absolutely covered in spikes of attractive 
miniature blooms. Reports are that other 
seedlings flowered from the same cross 
are similar in flower colour, shape, florif- 
erousness and plant growth. 

Cym. (Khan Flame x Valley Regent) 
shown in the display staged by Moss Bray 
and David Keanelly, I believe this plant 
belongs to Moss. An imposing, tall-spik- 
ing, large flower type of unusual colour, 
this Cymbidium caught my eye as it did 
many keen show bench growers. Bred 
from two of the most successful large 
flower parents in the red/brown/purple 
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range this hybrid’s credentials would 
almost guarantee good results in percent- 
age. Growers looking for show potential 
in high colour large flower types could 
hardly do better than to look for hybrids 
featuring Cym. Khan Flame and Cym. 
Valley Regent. 

Cym. (Dolores Hoyt x Tom Thumb), 
while the plant pictured was presented by 
David Wain, a number of examples of this 
orchid were shown by different growers. 
Being something of a sucker for a 
shapely, clean green with a red banded 
white labellum, regardless of size, this 
orchid really got my attention and I 
quickly prevailed upon David for a clone 
or two. Trained straight up as David 
chose to present it, this orchid looks a 
treat, but would probably be just as attrac- 
tive left to arch its spikes. Flower size 
hovers around the border between minia- 
ture and intermediate, although well 
grown on a mature plant it will probably 
flower in the intermediate range 
reliably. | 

Rob Smith 
24 William Hunter Court 
Rosebud, Victoria 3939 


Ce CYMBIDIUM 
$¥a ORCHIDS 


Quality Cymbidium Mericlones for 
DAWID the showbench or enthusiast 


ORCHIDS Telephone or Write for Catalogue 


22 Emmett Street Golden Square Victoria 3555 
Phone (03) 5442 4806 Mobile 0411 352 036 
Email dkorchids@smartchat.com.au 
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DATE TIME SEASON ORCHID SOCIETY SHOW ADDRESS 
Queensland 
14-16 March 9.00am-9.00pm Autumn Queensland Auditorium 
Mt. Coot-tha Botanic Gardens 
15 March 8.30am-4.30pm Autumn Eastern Districts Wondall Heights State School Hall 
16 March 8.30am-3.30pm Wondall Road, Manly West 
20-22 March Shopping Centre Autumn The Gold Coast Pines Shopping Centre 
Hours : K.P. McGrath Drive, Elanora 
21-22 March 7.30am-5.00pm Autumn Townsville TOS Hall 
23 March 7.30am-4.00pm Pioneer Park, Thuringowa 
29 March 9.00am-3.00pm Autumn Childers & Isis RSL Hall 
District Churchill Street, Childers 
3-4 April 9.00am-4.00pm Autumn Sunshine Coast Beausang Gallery 
5 April 9.00am-2.00pm Caloundra Caloundra Civic & Cultural Centre 
Minchinton Street, Caloundra 
5 April 8.30am-5.00pm Autumn Ipswich Bundamba State School Hall 
6 April 8.30am-2.00pm Brisbane Road, Bundamba 
5 April 8.30am-5.00pm Autumn West Brisbane Auditorium 
6 April 8.30am-4.00pm Mt. Coot-tha Botanic Gardens 
10-12 April Shopping Centre Autumn Mackay & District Mt Pleasant/Greenfields Shopping 
Hours Centre, Mackay 
10-11 April 8.00am-9.00pm Autumn Pine Rivers Taigum Shopping Centre 
12 April 8.00am-4.00pm 217 Beams Road, Taugum 
10-12 April Shopping Centre Autumn West Moreton Ipswich City Square 
Hours Orchid Group Brisbane Street, Ipswich 
12 April 8.00am-5.00pm Autumn Brisbane Community Hall 
13 April 8.00am-3.00pm (30th Mt Gravatt Showgrounds 
Anniversary) Logan Road, Mt Gravatt 
12 April 9.00am-3.00pm Autumn Douglas Mossman Shire Hall 
Mossman 
18 April 9.00am-5.00pm Autumn Bribie Island Ningi Community Hall 
19 April 9.00am-3.00pm Bribie Island Road, Ningi 
26 April 9.00am-4.00pm Autumn Beaudesert District ‘Drynan’ Pavillion 
Orchid & Foliage Beaudesert Showground 
Albert Street, Beaudesert 
April 9.00am-4.00pm Autumn Rockhampton Rockhampton High School Hall 
9.00am-3.00pm Campbell Street, Rockhampton 
New South Wales 
22-23 March 9.00am-4.00pm Autumn Illawarra District 96 Market Street, Wollongong 
2-4 April 8.00am-9.00pm Autumn Alstonville Alstonville Shopping Centre 
5 April 8.00am-12-00pm Alstonville 
10-12 April 8.00am-10.00pm Autumn City of Lismore Lismore Central Shopping Centre 
Lismore 
10-11 April 9.00am-6.00pm Autumn Coffs Harbour Toormina Gardens Shopping 
12 April 9.00am-2.00pm Centre, Coffs Harbour 
12 April 10.00am-5.00pm Autumn ANOS Club Macquarie 
13 April 9.00am-3.00pm Newcastle Group Lake Road, Argenton 
23-26 April 9.00am-9.00pm Autumn Newcastle West's Leagues Club, New Lambton 
Victoria 
26 April 8.30am-4.00pm Autumn Redlands Donald Simpsons Leisure Centre 


Bloomfield Street, Cleveland 
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ROYALE 


ORCHIDS 


EASTER OPEN 


WEEKEND 


Saturday oth ‘&2 Sunday 6th April 


Guest Vendor: 
Down Under Native Orchids. 


Enjoy the peaceful surrounds at Peats idle with 
this weekend being the start of our orchid season. 


~ Many new releases in all of the major senera. 


FREE ENTRY - 
FREE BBQ - 
FREE REFRESHMENTS 


1360 Brieses Road, Peats Ridge, NSW 2250 
ROYALE Phone: (02) 4575 1199 Fax: (02) 4375 1205 
ORCHIDS email: royaleorchids@bigpond.com website: www.royaleorchids.com 
F Freight at cost. 
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